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Who’s Hot & What’s New
Between the Covers

A legend in White

Gay-iiticon Edmund White talks about

French living and American optimism

By Rex Wockner, Contributor

It's probably safe to say that
Edmund White is America’s
most-respected and widely
praised gay author. His new
book, The Married Man, is get-
ting rave reviews. The
Washington Post called it “beau-
tifully composed.”

I was in the midst of reread-
ing his 1973 novel Forgetting
Elena when I got word he was
passing through San Diego 12
hours later. We chatted on a
deck in a parking lot behind the
gay bookstore Obelisk in San
Diego’s Hillcrest district.

HeatStroke: The last time |
interviewed you, 12 years ago, |
was too young and dumb to be
intimidated. Now I’'m older and
I’m intimidated.

Edmund White: Don't be. My
God.

HS: You recently told an
interviewer for Genre that your
Dad smoked cigars and you
hated that and you hated him.
Then you had this master and
the first thing he would do when
he got to your house [White
laughs loudly] is light up a cigar.

EW: Oh, | remember that
interview,

HS: And you hated it, and
then after a while you found it
thrilling, and you're sure that it
all had something to do with
your dad.

EW: Uh-huh.

HS: And that was the end of
your response. Do elaborate.
[He laughs loudly.] Do some of
us sometimes find attractive
things that remind us of our
dads?

EW: Oh, | think so. | think it's
absolutely the case. | mean,
sometimes it’s quite transmuted.
It might be in somebody younger.
I don’t think it's an obvious cor-
relation. It might be somebody
shorter, blonder, whatever. But
still, there can be. It has to do
with the psychological rapport, |
think, and withholding and giv-
ing and all those things.

HS: You've returned to
America after 15 years in
France. How does the gay world
of Paris differ from the gay
world of major U.S. cities?

EW: Most gay people in Paris
don't live in the ghefto and are
not easily identified as gay. They
don't live in a gay neighborhood,
they don’t dress in a recogniz-
ably gay way. You meet some-
body through straight friends of

yours who is young and unat-
tached, and you see him half a
dozen times and then one day he
says, ‘Oh, yes, I'm gay, didn’t you
know that?’

It never comes out in a kind
of real obvious way. It's much
more discreet. And | would say
discreet rather than closeted
because | don’t think they're real-
ly closeted, I just think they have
this don’t-ask-don’t-tell policy in
general and gays are much better
integrated into the straight com-
munity and they all have a lot of
straight friends.

It would be rare to go to a
party in France of all men. Very
rare. It'd be much more likely to
go to a party where there were a
lot of straight women and gay
men but everybody is flirting
with everybody.

HS: | read an interview a
long time ago where you said
that some bathhouse you wanted
to go to in Paris wouldn’t let you
in because of your age but then
you found a bear bathhouse.

EW: | did. It’s a great one..,
way out in Vincennes which is
kind of a family neighborhood ...

near a big park that's built
around a military barracks. In the
town of Vincennes, which is the
last stop on the subway line, is
this bath, which is pretty extraor-
dinary. | mean, there are guys of
all ages and then there are young
people who admire them.

HS: You told Genre you're
having more sex than ever with
younger guys these days because
either you can buy them or they
want to sleep with a famous
writer.

EW: [He laughs.] | think | was
bragging. That interviewer kind of
wound me up.

HS: 1t reads that way.

EW: He was very cute, very
impertinent, and | think | just sort
of took the bait. | kind of went
crazy in that interview. The
whole time | was giving that
interview | was thinking, my edi-
tor is going to crucify me for this.

HS: You're back in New York
now. How has it changed in the
15 years you were gone?

EW: It's less bohemian. | can
remember meeting an awful lot

of people in the arts who were
gay who were quite serious and
kind of nerdy looking—which is
sort of one of my types, | mean |
like nerds—and now they're all
so buff and so perfect and mate-
rialistic, | think. ... It is amusing.

| like to go to The Big Cup [in
Chelsea] and hang out there. ...
I’'m 40 years older than anybody
else in there but still 1 will some-
times meet people who don’t
know who | am and we'll just be
sitting at the same table drinking
our lattes and we'll start talking.
And of course, the generaliza-
tions I'm making are only about
the surface look of people. When
you dig deeper, you always find
that people are quite interesting
and very different, one from the
other.

It’s sort of interesting to be at
the red-hot center of the move-
ment even if you feel out of sync
with it. My boyfriend who's in
there [in the bookstore] is 35—
and he’s a very young looking
35—and he feels quite alienated
from that whole world too
because he’s a writer and he’d
rather spendehis time writing

See “Edmund White,” page 15
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Horowitz:

A Good Time to be Gay

Few people would dispute the statement that it's
easier now to be gay than ever before. Millions cele-
brated at gay pride festivals throughout the United
States last weekend. The 2000 events lack the galva-
nizing controversy that have marked prior parades
and demonstrations. We have much to be thankful
for in the new millennium.

At the June 17 Arizona Human Rights Fund
Dinner, award recipient-Mary Bonauto detailed the
victory for gay and lesbian civil unions in Vermont.
She told the capacity crowd that we could all go to
Vermont, fill out appropriate paperwork and have
our unions certified by a town clerk.

plaintiffs in the landmark case and of the legislative
process during which a lawmaker came out as the
parent of a gay child. Bonauto described the final
legislation that takes effect on Saturday, July 2
and gives gay couples one hundred percent of the
rights of heterosexual couples in Vermont-except
of course the right to call themselves married.

Phoenix City Councilmember Phil Gordon
announced that city employees will soon be able
to include domestic partners in their job benefit
packages. This victory comes after years of hard
work by activists and workers committed to the
fundamental fairness these benefits engender.

If you work for the City of Phoenix, you can
now oet health insurance for vour same-sex
im in
ects.
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city has moved ... from discrimination to toleration.”
The First Lady said, “I'm very pleased I could be here
to march with so many friends and supporters on
behalf of gay rights.”

We face a world of prosperity that is filled with
tolerance to go along with the hate. As a community,
we should be fed up with the tolerance we receive in
lieu of equality and appreciation.

As far as we have come, we must remember that
“separate but equal” is NOT EQUAL. Every election
this November has huge significance for gay men
and lesbians. If you are willing to settle for tolerance,
then vote for George W. Bush or any other “compas-
sionate conservative” that catches your fancy.

Gay Republicans like Steve May and Jim Kolbe
deserve the recognition and respect our community
heaps upon them. However, our community would

Gay Republicans like Steve May and
Jim Kolbe deserve the recognition
and respect our community heaps
upon them. However, our communi-
ty would do well to remember that it
is the Democrats, gay and non-gay,
that we have long been able to count
ht for equality for all people.

- do well to remember that it is the Democrats, gay
and non-gay, that we have long been able to count on
to fight for equality for all people.

The fact that Bush and Al Gore are running neck
and neck in national polls scares the hell out of me. I
still remember the horrific atrocities of the last Bush
administration (that was only eight years ago), not to
mention the hateful things said about our community
at past Republican national conventions.

If it's good to be gay today, it’s because of a pow-
erful Democratic presidential administration that has
set the standard.

David Horowitz is a Phoenix attorney and activist. He can
be reached in care of HeatStroke or at DashingDav@
aol.com.

All issues are wropped to protect them from damage.
Please ollow 4—6 weeks for delivery of first issue.
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Horow1itz:

A Good Time to be Gay

Few people would dispute the statement that it’s
easier now to be gay than ever before. Millions cele-
brated at gay pride festivals throughout the United
States last weekend. The 2000 events lack the galva-
nizing controversy that have marked prior parades
and demonstrations. We have much to be thankful
for in the new millennium.

At the June 17 Arizona Human Rights Fund
Dinner, award recipient Mary Bonauto detailed the
victory for gay and lesbian civil unions in Vermont.
She told the capacity crowd that we could all go to
Vermont, fill out appropriate paperwork and have
our unions certified by a town clerk.

Bonauto spoke of the three couples who served as
plaintiffs in the landmark case and of the legislative
process during which a lawmaker came out as the
parent of a gay child. Bonauto described the final
legislation that takes effect on Saturday, July 2
and gives gay couples one hundred percent of the
rights of heterosexual couples in Vermont-except
of course the right to call themselves married.

Phoenix City Councilmember Phil Gordon
announced that city employees will soon be able
to include domestic partners in their job benefit
packages. This victory comes after years of hard
work by activists and workers committed to the
fundamental fairness these benefits engender.

If you work for the City of Phoenix, you can
now get health insurance for your same-sex
lover—but you may not be able to visit him in
intensive care if his immediate family objects.

The law still doesn’t recognize a domestic partner
as family.

More high school students come out at earlier
ages, and they deserve our admiration and support.
Those that do come out, however, are still often sub-
jected to abuse and discrimination at the hands and
mouths of other students, teachers and parents. The
Gilbert school district finds that it must address racial
and religious discrimination, but continues to turn a
blind eye to the plight of gay kids who encountered
consistent obstacles in trying to start a gay/straight
alliance.

Openly gay employees abound in all fields
including entertainment and professional sports.
Many openly gay lawyers, doctors and accountants
have extraordinary careers. Yet during a recent job
interview, I was told that I would have to stop writ-
ing this column if I decided to accept
the position I applied for—too much
potential for controversy.

Martina Navratilova returns to
Wimbledon this month to pursue a fit-
ting end to her illustrious tennis
career. For twenty years, however,
she
couldn’t get endorsements because
she chose to tell the world she’s a les-
bian.

Both Hillary Rodham Clinton and
Rudolph Giuliani marched in New
York City’s Gay Pride Parade. Their
remarks highlight a substantial differ-
ence between Democrats and
Republicans on gay issues.

Giuliani, marching with Log Cabin
Republicans said, “this shows how the

city has moved ... from discrimination to toleration.”
The First Lady said, “I'm very pleased I could be here

to march with so many friends and supporters on
behalf of gay rights.”
We face a world of prosperity that is filled with

tolerance to go along with the hate. As a community,
we should be fed up with the tolerance we receive in

lieu of equality and appreciation.

As far as we have come, we must remember that

“separate but equal” is NOT EQUAL. Every election

this November has huge significance for gay men

and lesbians. If you are willing to settle for tolerance,
then vote for George W. Bush or any other “compas-

sionate conservative” that catches your fancy.
Gay Republicans like Steve May and Jim Kolbe

deserve the recognition and respect our community
heaps upon them. However, our community would

Gay Republicans like Steve May and
Jim Kolbe deserve the recognition
and respect our community heaps

upon them. However, our communi-
ty would do well to remember that it
is the Democrats, gay and non-gay,
that we have long been able to count
on to fight for equality for all
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and non-gay, that we have long been able to count on

to fight for equality for all people.

The fact that Bush and Al Gore are running neck
and neck in national polls scares the hell out of me.
still remember the horrific atrocities of the last Bush

I

administration (that was only eight years ago), not to
mention the hateful things said about our community

at past Republican national conventions.

If it’s good to be gay today, it’s because of a pow-
erful Democratic presidential administration that has

set the standard.

David Horowitz is a Phoenix attorney and activist. He can

be reached in care of HeatStroke or at DashingDav@
aol.com.
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Deb Price

Gay community shares
goals with transgenders

Men in dresses.

The very idea makes most people
laugh and squirm. It jostles assumptions
and turns expectations upside down.
That may begin to explain why the
American Film Institute recently ranked
Some Like It Hot and Tootsie as the best
comedies of all time.

In those celluloid worlds, Jack
Lemmon and Dustin Hoffman show
some whistle-fetching leg. And in the
process, they loosen us up and encour-
age us to question our ideas about gen-
der roles and identity.

More recently, the Academy Award-
winning Boys Don‘t Cry told the gut-
wrenching story of Brandon Teena, a
transgendered youth whose sweet,
unshakable faith in himself partially
freed him from the female body that felt
like a prison.

These films trigger conflicting emo-
tions in most of us: We don’t
want anyone shoving us into a
narrow pigeonhole that ignores
our individuality; yet we like the
comfort of thinking the rest of
the world fits into clear-cut cate-
gories. Gender-bending forces
us—whether we like it or not—to
live with ambiguity.

Living with ambiguity—or,
more correctly, celebrating it—
defines a civil rights movement
that is boldly shaking up assumptions in
families, friendships and workplaces to
encourage acceptance of people who
don’t conform to standard gender cate-
gories. Now in its third decade of orga-
nized political activity, the transgendered
civil rights movement has only recently
hit its stride. It has much to teach the rest
of us.

“The goal is to let people be produc-
tive, to be safe and to be able to con-
tribute to this society—and not be held
back or hurt because of their gender
identity or gender expression,” says
Shannon Minter, an attorney who
aligned his body with his male identity
through medical procedures.

“Transgendered” is an umbrella term
that covers transsexuals (whose sense of
themselves clashes with their original
biological sex), cross-dressers and others
whose appearance is at odds with tradi-
tional gender expectations. As in the rest
of society, some trans people are gay
while others aren’t.

Being transgendered puts men and
women at extreme risk of being ridiculed
and humiliated, being fired without
cause, being kicked out of restaurants
and stores, being denied housing and
being refused medical treatment, even

Now in its third decade of
organized political activity,
the transgendered move-
ment has only recently hit
its stride. It has much to
teach the rest of us.

Real Estate Consultants
Real Estate Results!

lifesaving emergency care. Male-to-
female transsexuals are especially likely
to be the victims of brutal hate crimes.

“This is a community of extremely
wounded people,” says writer Jamison
Green, a female-to-male transsexual.

Yet trans people are making real
progress as more of the rest of us come
to see them as kindred spirits battling
fierce versions of old familiar enemies —
sexism, rigid gender roles and violent
hatred. As Minter reminds gay people,
“You can't really fight back against
homophobia without dealing with gen-
der stereotyping and sexism.”

Striking a special chord with those of
us who're gay, Minter adds, “I don’t
want to have to hide who I am in order
to be safe.

Trans people scored their first legisla-
tive victory in 1975, when Minneapolis
protected them from discrimination in

John Walsh - Sam Wercinski

Ready to sell or buy a home?
Let us show you how we can help.
Call Sam today and get the results you expect!

Visit us and your homes on the web at @

www.WWNAZ.com Arizona's Largest
Real Estate Company

employment, housing and public accom-
modations. Now, four states and 26
localities include them in anti-bias or

hate crimes laws, according to
“Transgendered Equality,” which maps
out the movement's history and ways to
build on its successes (see

http:/ /www.ngltf.org).

California included transgendered
youth in its 1999 “safe schools” law.
Lucent Technologies took the lead in the
private sector, declaring in 1997 that it
wonit discriminate.

The breakthroughs of recent years are
going to multiply because major employ-
ers and society are becoming more famil-
jar with—and thus less threatened by—
trans people. “We're at a critical point. So
many more people are willing to be
relaxed and allow others to be who they
are,” Green says.

People in rewarding lives. Isn’t that
the universal goal?
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By Allen Kalchik, Editor

The Arizona Human Rights
Fund'’s ninth annual awards din-
ner at the Camelback Inn on
June 17 raised more than
$100,000 and set a new atten-
dance record, with 1,021 people
turning out to lend support to
the statewide political organiza-
tion’s equal-rights cause.

The evening began with a
surprise announcement by
Phoenix City Councilmember
Phil Gordon. Gordon informed
diners that the City of Phoenix
had just adopted a benefits plan
for city employees that will
include offering medical, dental
and life insurance to unmarried
employees’ domestic partners—
including the partners of work-
ers in same sex relationships.

“We're ecstatic,” AHRF Co-
chair Kathie Gummere said after
the dinner. “[The benefits provi-
sion] is the result of five years of
hard work by a lot of our board
members, particularly Bill
MacDonald and Victor Merino.”

MacDonald is one of AHRF's
founders and most ardent sup-
porters. He currently Co-chairs
the organization, and introduced
Gordon at the dinner. Merino is
a former AHRF board member
as well as a City of Phoenix
employee and past president of
COP-GLEA, the City of Phoenix
Gay & Lesbian Employee
Association.

By extending the benefits,
Phoenix joins the municipalities
of Tucson and Tempe in recog-
nizing and validating—to some
degree—same sex relationships
in Arizona. Tucson offers part-
nership benefits to same-sex cou-
ples only, while Phoenix and
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Tempe plan to provide coverage
to qualifying opposite-sex cou-
ples as well.

After Gordon’s announce-
ment, the evening progressed
with entertainment provided by
comedian/pianist Roxanna
Ward, a live auction, and musical
numbers featuring the cast of the
Phoenix production of When Pigs
Fly.

And there were, of course,
awards to be presented. Boston-
based civil rights attorney Mary
Bonauto delivered the evening’s
keynote speech and was honored
with AHRF'’s Barry Goldwater
National Award.

Bonauto served as lead coun-
sel in the precedent-setting case
in Vermont that led to a Civil
Union Act to be established in
that state, granting same-sex
couples some of the same rights
as married heterosexuals. In her
speech, Bonauto outlined the
legal process that led to the Civil
Union Act’s establishment and
explained the steps toward
obtaining a legal civil union.

Chase Manhattan Bank was
also presented with AHRF’s
National Award for its efforts in
promoting equality for gay
employees and for reaching out
to the gay community via its ad
campaigns.

Arizona Human Rights
Awards went to the Tucson City
Council and two Tucson mayors;
to AHRF board member and
longtime local activist Ron
Passarelli; and to first term open-
ly gay GOP Rep. Steve May.

As the evening drew to a
close, AHRF board members
announced that they had one
more surprise in store. Bill Lewis
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and Rick Underwood, a
Scottsdale couple long active in
Arizona political fundraising
and support, stepped onto the
dais and issued a $100,000 chal-
lenge to the ballroom full of sup-
porters.

“For every dollar raised

between now and the November
election, we will match dollar-
for-dollar,” Underwood told the
stunned crowd. If the communi-
ty’s combined fundraising efforts
total $100,000, he said, “Bill and I
will write a check for $100,000.”
Gummere said after the event

that she was thrilled about the
challenge and that the AHRF
board was “very excited.” She
reported that, only a few days
after the dinner, more than
$15,000 had already been raised.

e

Phoenix city management nego-
tiated in June with unions and
other employee groups, agreeing to
offer city-sponsored medical, den-
tal and voluntary supplemental life
insurance coverage to the domes-
tic partners of city employees and
their qualified dependents, to be
effective August 1, 2000.

To obtain these benefits, the
employee’s partner must meet the
city’s definition of a domestic part-
ner, which includes ten require-
ments. The city defines a domestic
partner as a person of the same or
opposite gender who:

1) Shares the employee’s per-
manent residence; and

2) Has resided with the employ-

Just like a marriage?

Alook at Phoenix's new domestic partner benefits

ee continuously for at least 12 con-
secutive months and is expected to
continue to reside with the emp-
loyee indefinitely: and
3) Is financially interdependent

with the employee in each of the
following ways:

a) Holding one or more
credit or bank accounts, including a
checking account, as joint holders;

b) Owning or leasing their
permanent residence as joint ten-
ants:

c¢) Naming, or being
named by the employee, as a bene-
ficiary of life insurance or under a
will;

d) Each agreeing in writ-
ing to assume financial responsibil-

ity for the welfare of the other (i.e.,
durable power of attorney); and

4) Has not signed a declaration
or affidavit of domestic partnership
with any other person within the
last 12 months; and

5) Does not have any other
domestic partner, spouse, or
spousal equivalent of the same or
opposite sex; and

6) Is not currently legally mar-
ried to any other person; and

7) Is not a blood relative any
closer than would prohibit legal
marriage; and

8) Is mentally competent to con-
sent to contract when this domestic
plpartnership began; and

9) Is not acting under fraud or
duress; and

10) Is at least eighteen (18)
years of age.

AGRA to donate $20,000 to local charities

The Arizona Gay Rodeo
Association (AGRA) voted at the
organization’s June membership
meeting to donate $20,000 to
community charities.

The funds are proceeds from
the hugely successful 2000 Road
Runner Regional Rodeo(RRRR).
The Phoenix gay rodeo is held
over MLK weekend in Phoenix
each January and is one of the
largest and best-attended rodeos
on the International Gay Rodeo

\ ad Schroer, N.M.D.

Naturopathic Physician

W. Maryland, Ste. E ¢ Phoenix

Association circuit

There were more than 200
contestants and 3500 attendees at
the 2000 rodeo. This past RRRR
was especially successful due to
the efforts of the Rodeo
Committee, members, volunteers
and community sponsors.

AGRA members will now
nominate community non-profit
organizations to receive a per-
centage of the available funds. A
committee of AGRA members

appointed by AGRA President
Ron Trusley will review the
nominees’ non-profit status and
financial reports, and produce a
list of qualified recipients.

Members will then vote at an
upcoming meeting as to how the
$20,000 will be allocated, and to
which of the recommended com-
munity organizations. AGRA
would like to thank all the spon-
sors and volunteers for the hard
work that went into putting on
RRRR 2000. The next RRRR is set
for January 2001 in Phoenix.
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School’s Out
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My name is Douglas L. Kinne
and I am a gay teacher at
Encanto Elementary School in
the Osborn School District in
Central Phoenix. After reading
“School’s Out” in the June 15-28
issue of HeatStroke, I wanted to
share my experience. None of the
names have been changed.

After obtaining my teaching
credential in California, I
returned to Arizona where |
attended public school. When I
applied to Encanto Elementary
School two years ago, I informed
my principal and other members
of the hiring committee that I
was gay, I lived with my
boyfriend, and we were both
politically active in gay issues.

I was asked how I thought
this related to the position I
applied for. I replied that being
gay and being out made me cru-
cially aware of marginalized
populations in the public
schools—not just gays and les-
bians, but students with special
needs—the students whose pri-
mary language was not English;
the students who were typically
criticized for being taller, heavier,
slower; the students who did not
conform to common stereotypes
of what constitutes boys’ and
girls’ behaviors; all the students
discriminated against because of
their inherent differences. I firm-
ly believed—and still believe—
that the experience of being gay
made me not only politically
aware, but a child advocate as
well.

That was all that was

1250 Mt h A OmEmAL R (T )R et B D B AN S AAY - A AT <2 R N S et g m Y

Daily Seecials

Guest Commentary by Douglas L. Kinne

addressed about my sexual ori-
entation in the interview and
subsequent follow-up interviews,
and I was hired. My principal
had one more meeting after |
was hired. The purpose of this
meeting was to assure me that if
I ever felt discriminated against,
that that was not acceptable in
this district, and I should come
to her and we would
deal with it together.

Within the first
six months, the
superintendent of
our district, the
entire staff at my
school, and every
head of every
department in our
district office knew
that I was gay, that
my boyfriend’s
name was Mark,
and that we lived in
the district.

I was verbally forthright with
every staff member introduced to
me that I was gay and my
boyfriend’s name was Mark.
Some staff members did a dou-

ble take; some had others clarify 5

for them what I meant by
“boyfriend,” yet I would say that
75% of the staff members treated
me socially as normally as if I
had said my fiancée was a
woman. I even made it a point at
the first staff meeting I attended
that I was very active in gay and
lesbian issues in the schools, as a
former gay student myself and
now a gay teacher.

The first year, the district’s

and so ar
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policy on granting leave for
spousal illness was amended to
domestic partners to include my
boyfriend and me. A straight
teacher—the head of our union—
was one who initiated this
change. The director of person-
nel—a straight woman recently
married—allowed me to amend
the hiring forms since I could not
legally be married but I do not
consider myself single. She said

Within the first six months, the

superintendent of our district, the %
entire staff at my school, and every
head of every department in our
district office knew that | was gay,
that my boyfriend’s name was Mark,
and that we lived in the district.

herself that she thought the
forms should be overhauled
since they did not take into
account single, unmarried staff
members with children, straight
couples living together, or gays
and lesbians.

The first year I joined the
PTA, the parent/teacher’s orga-
nization, and ran an after-school
soccer club with four teams of
sixty students. I slowly educated
Encanto’s staff that Mark was
not to be referred to as “my
friend” or “my roommate,” that
he was my boyfriend, for lack of
a better legal term, yet if they
were more comfortable with
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partner”, then that was accept-
able. I set a personal goal to
empower the staff with the lan-
guage to discuss gay issues with
me with without being uncom-
fortable or afraid. Mark and I
have participated as a couple in
every back-to-school night, every
PTA program, the school carni-
val, and the annual soccer party
for the students.

The school’s policy against
hate words
includes
“fag"”, fag-

sissy”,
“homo”,
using “gay”
or “lesbian”
in a deroga-
tory fash-
ion, as well
as terms
such as
“stop being
such a girl”
and “play
like a man”. The school’s staff
has seen—through my words,
and me—the importance of
addressing hate words that deal
with sexual orientation and gen-
der stereotypes, though they still
have much to do before they are
completely inclusive.

My evaluations as a teacher
were all excellent or outstanding,
and my contract was renewed
for a second year. Several times
throughout my first year, my
principal, a straight woman, ini-
tiated meetings with me to
address any possible discrimina-
tion I might have been experi-
encing. I felt that I had not expe-
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rienced any blatant homophobia,
because I was verbally out and
open about my identity and my
boyfriend with the staff from day
one. Therefore, the onus of
responsibility to come forward
was on those who were uncom-
fortable with me or against gays.

At the school, there was a liv-
ing, breathing staff member—
me—to put a face on anti-gay
prejudices if anyone wished to
verbalize them to any staff mem-
ber in our district. My principal
has also taken time to view the
documentary video It's
Elementary and read additional
articles I gave her on the subject
of gays and lesbians in the public
school, especially at the elemen-
tary level.

Every day, in the school park-
ing lot where parents and visi-
tors park, I park my own truck
with two very visible bumper
stickers on it: Fight Homophobia
and Gay USA. From wearing
earrings in both ears to changing
my hair color, I am providing a
visible contrast to stereotypes of
what “being a man” is all about.
I'm also dispelling preconceived
ideas of what “being a gay man”
is about by coaching soccer and
being active in the PTA.

This last year—my second
year at Encanto—I was much
more open. Mark’s picture was
on my desk, and to any student
or parent who asked, I explained
that Mark is my partner in life
and we are planning on raising a
family together. During April,
when Phoenix had its Gay Pride,
every day of the week before
Pride weekend [ wore a T-shirt
from a different Gay Pride
around the country, and I
explained what Gay Pride meant
to all the students that asked.

277-9373

www. apollos.com
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I still ran the after-school soc-
cer program this last year, with
six teams and 140 students.
Mark and I participated in an
even greater capacity in school
functions. Parents of students
have invited us to their chil-
dren’s birthday parties, commu-
nions, and graduations as a cou-
ple.

The students at our school
also feel much more comfort-
able talking about gays and les-
bians now that they are empow-
ered to use language that does
not degrade. During May,
prompted by a scheduled
N’Sync concert in the Valley, the
third graders on the soccer team
discussed why they thought the
entire band was gay. I explained
to them that just because the
members of N'Sync dress or
wear their hair a certain way,
that didn’t make them gay, and
together we explored why they
would think that.

We also worked throughout
the year on dispelling stereo-
types that children develop, due
either to the code of silence
imposed by public schools in
Arizona on discussing gay issues
or to misinformation students
themselves gather from unin-
formed sources. And every day
when I ate lunch with students, I
heard ones even as young as first
grade having very definite and
realistic ideas about what being
gay and lesbian is.

I do not, however, wish to
paint our school as an Eden of
celebrating diversity. Osborn
School District is still a conserva-
tive district. Our classroom core
literature still does not include
any alternative families nor gays
or lesbians. There are still many

staff members who feel that
being gay is a “non-issue”, or

that it is a sexual-education issue

to “perhaps” be discussed in
middle school.

There are not any other open-

ly gay staff members or students
or parents that I know of in the
district. The district’s sexual
education program is based on
only one option for intimate
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that if I had not made them
aware. Further, the staff would
never have made the connection
that denying rights for any one
group allows other groups to be
discriminated against—such as
female or immigrant staff, which
make up a majority of the dis-
trict’s staff population.

I do know that one

person can make a dif-
ference. I know for
me, I could not

up. My boyfriend and I have
discussed the financial ramifica-
tions of my being fired, yet we
both realize that civil rights will
not be handed to us on a silver
platter.

A significant body of teachers
at my school look to me when it
comes to addressing and dealing
with the issue of gays in school
and, although they are not as
proactive as myself, they are tak-
ing their cue from someone who
is out. When they hear of homo-
phobia
and
gay/les-
bian dis-
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relations: “celiba-
cy before mar-
riage,” which is
not an option for
gays or lesbians if
they wish to have a
committed, intimate
relationship.

As a whole, my
school’s staff is still gross-
ly under informed when it
comes to issues of sexism
and homophobia. Oklahoma
passed legislation banning gay
and lesbian teachers from public
schools, and none of my school’s
staff would have known about

teach stu-
~ dents to cele-
brate diversity,
or even tolerate
it, if I myself do not
openly and proudly
celebrate my own, per-
sonal diversity in the class-
room or on the campus.
I also know that I could be
fired for being gay, and there is
not any legislation in Arizona
protecting me. This is another
piece of information none of my
school’s staff knew, or had even
thought about, had not I spoken

crimination
in other school
districts and
states, they do
verbally support
me openly and
publicly. They
also seek to
inform them-
selves now about
the rampant dis-
crimination against
gays in school, and
bring to me articles and
stories they come across.

My evaluations from my sec-
ond year were all outstanding,
and my contract has been
renewed another year. In the
coming year, I shall further
address issues of inclusion by
basing my curriculum units
around family, identity, and
diversity, and how gays and les-
bians are all part of the pictures
in these themes. I know that
being an educator in today’s
society is a political action, one
that I hope to embrace fully, as
well as empower my students to
take action to ensure that they

are heard. My being out has
given a face and a voice to gays
and lesbians, and there is no
turning back at my school.

I also know that there is more
we could do as a gay community
in Phoenix. There is GLSEN, the
national Gay, Lesbian and
Straight Education Network, that
could use the time, support and
energy of our community. There
are no gay/lesbian groups for
high school students anywhere
in Phoenix, something that gays
and lesbians in each school dis-
trict need to advocate for—
although I did hear of one in
Gilbert. There are parents of gay
and les.bian students, as well as
gay parents themselves, who
need a voice in Phoenix.

There is the Department of
Education, whose sexual educa-
tion campaign advocates only
the choice of “celibacy before
marriage” as a responsible sexu-
al activity. It's a state department
that is ignoring a large body of
students, and it needs to hear
that. There are the teacher edu-
cation programs at the universi-
ties that need to hear that gay
and lesbian issues are part of any
inclusive teacher education pro-
gram, and that gay and lesbian
students and staff do exist.

Finally, there are the gay and
lesbian teachers themselves. As
individuals being who they are
openly and honestly, each can
change the environment of a
school—or even a district—to
make it the place for an equal
and inclusive education for
every student.

Effective Monday June 26, 2000
Phoenix Body Positive's
New Address ls:

1144 E. McDowell Road, Suite 200

Phoenix, Arizona 85006

POOL

DARTS FOOD

New Phone (602) 307-5330
New Fax (602) 307-5021

The McDowell Clinic will be moving
Suite 300 July 1, 2000
same Number (602) 344-6550
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“Much Ado’ soiree raises
money for PBP

event was held at the Scottsdale Center
for the Arts and was hosted by Beth
Broderick, star of Sabrina, the Teenage

Supporters of Phoenix Body Positive
turned out by the hundreds on June 25
for the AIDS/HIV service organization’s

benefit fundraiser, Much Ado: A Summer Witch.
Soiree. The cutting-edge hair and fashion

A PBP spokesperson reported that the

event raised more than
$30,000 for the agency,
while the accompanying
silent auction raised
another $12,000.

Participating hair
salons included Taglio
Salon, Salon Tru, Par
Exsalonce, Pucci Salon,
and Sachi. For the
evening’s program, the
talented hair and make-
up artists took their
inspiration from “Cool
‘Dos and Hip Fashions”
found in vintage
TV land.

From Charlie’s
Angels to Gilligan’s
Island, many of the
most memorable
and trend-setting
shows of the’60s
through the ‘80s
were represented
in a series of daz-
zling production
numbers, with
each salon trying
to out-do the ‘dos
that came before.

Tucson’s fourth annual Gay West

: party on June 24 drew several thousand
revelers to the Old Tucson Studios
theme park for an evening of rides,
shows, food,
dancing and
more.

Produced
by the Tucson
Lesbian/Gay
Alliance, the
fund-raising
event was
sponsored by
IBT’s and
i Centra Realty.
{ Organizers
- | said the event
N grows in size
§ and scope
f every year.

Tucson’s Colette Barajas, a candidate
for the Arizona House of Reps. pitches
in to raise funds at Gay West.
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AGRA poster art chosen

A colorful new western-themed played throughout the southwest and
poster was selected for the 2001 Road the Valley’s gay and lesbian community
Runner Regional Rodeo (RRRR) at the in the form of flyers, posters and pro-
June 10, 2000 meeting of the Arizona grams to promote and advertise RRRR
Gay Rodeo Association. The winning 2001. This is the third year in a row that
entry was chosen by a vote among all Grebner won the AGRA poster contest.
AGRA members present at he meeting. The local rodeo association’s mem-

There were a record number of bers offer their congratulations and a
entries submitted. The winning artwork,  thank you to all the poster contest partic-
by Aaron Grebner, will soon be dis- ipants.

leeandrew2@®aol.com
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Discover... a place to believe,
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Valley of the
Sun Community

Church
“An historic faith for a
contemporary world”

1

Worship Services currently being held at
11am on Sunday at

Parkway Inn—
Northbound I-17
between Northem

and Dunlap
For more information call:
602/564-7895  Jerry Cook, Pastor
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International
Gay & Lesbian

News Briefs

Compiled by Rex Wockner

Trish Godman, Labour MSP
for West Renfrewshire, said,
“After all the raised voices, this
is a day for quiet pride as we
point the way to a new and toler-
ant Scotland.”

Legislation to scrap Section 28
in England has been stonewalled
by the Conservative-dominated
House of Lords.

NORWAY COUNTS 759
! GAY MARRIAGES

There have been 759 gay marriages in
Norway since the nation’s comprehensive
registered-partnership law took effect in
; 1993.

The law grants more than 99 percent
of the rights and obligations of heterosex-
ual matrimony. Only adoption and church
weddings are withheld from gay couples.

Seventeen percent of the gay wed-
dings have been between a Norwegian
and a foreigner, often from the U.S,,
Thailand or Sweden. Sixty-five percent of
the partnerships are between men.

‘ Males tied the knot at an average age
. of 37.3 and women at 38.5, several years
b later, in both cases, than the average for
married heterosexuals.

: SCOTLAND REPEALS SECTION 28

Scotland’s néwly created Parliament
voted June 21 to locally repeal Section 28,
a 10-year-old UK. law that prohibits cities
from “intentionally promot[ing] homosex-
uality” or teaching “the acceptability of
{ homosexuality as a pretended family rela-
tionship” in schools.

! The vote was 99 to 17 with two absten-
L tions.

Nicola Sturgeon of the Scottish
National party commented: “A discrimi-
natory and shameful piece of legislation
! that was imposed on Scotland by
Westminster will today be repealed by the
Scottish parliament ahead of other parts
of the U.K. That says something about the
: state of Scotland that we can all be proud
of.”

v

AUSSIE PSYCHOLOGISTS DENOUNCE
CHANGE THERAPIES

The Australian Psychological Society
came out last week against therapies
which attempt to turn gays straight.

The Australian Council for Lesbian
and Gay Rights said the statement will be
helpful in deterring mainstream churches
from supporting so-called reparative ther-
apy:
“The threat posed by groups advocat-
ing for therapies to change sexuality is
significantly magnified when they dupe
mainstream church groups into support-
ing their damaging and fruitless pro-
grams,” said spokesman Rodney Croome.

MEexico CiTy HOLDS FIRST GAY
FILM FEST

Mexico City’s First International
Lesbian & Gay Film Festival ran from
June 23 to July 6 at the mainstream Plaza
Condesa Theaters.

It was staged by the film distribution
company La Otra Propuesta and the
video production company Telemanita.

ACTIVISTS TARGET PANAMANIAN
AUTHORITIES

The International Gay & Lesbian
Human Rights Commission is asking
activists to write protest letters to
Panama’s government over its refusal to
register the nation’s first gay group, the
New Men and Women Association of
Panama.

The Ministry of Government and
Justice ruled that the association contra-
dicts “moral and good habits.”

Without legal registration, the group
cannot own property, pay salaries or take
part in legal disputes. -

For sample letters contact
sydney@iglhrc.org.

GAYS SUE SASKATCHEWAN

The Lesbian, Bisexual and Gay Pride
Committee of Regina, Saskatchewan,
Canada, has filed a complaint with the
provincial Human Rights Commission
over the province’s refusal to proclaim
June 24 as Saskatchewan Gay, Lesbian
and Bisexual Pride Day.

The province’s Executive Council
rejected the request because “a proclama-
tion from the Government of
Saskatchewan is intended to recognize
activities that benefit all Saskatchewan
people.”

RAPE AGENCY DISCRIMINATED
AGAINST TRANSSEXUAL

The British Columbia Supreme Court
in Canada ruled June 7 that Vancouver
Rape Relief can be sued under the provin-
cial Human Rights Code for refusing to
accept a transsexual volunteer because
she used to be a man.

Rape Relief tried to have Kimberley
Nixon’s complaint quashed by arguing
that the Human Rights Code does not
protect transgendered people from dis-
crimination, but the court said “gender
identity” protections are implied in the
law.

The case will be heard by a tribunal in
December.

AUSSIE GAYS REPORT ASSAULTS

Four out of five GLBT people in the
Australian state of Victoria have experi-
enced some kind of anti-gay physical or
verbal assault in the past five years,
according to a new study by Attorney
General Rob Hulls.

The report—based on data collected
during 1999 from 929 GLBT people—con-
tains recommendations for a series of

anti-hate initiatives by Parliament, the
police, religious leaders, the Equal
Opportunity Commission and the
Department of Education, Employment
and Training.

LARGE TURNOUTS AT EURO PRIDES

More than 200,000 people turned out
for Paris’ gay-pride march June 24, led by
gay Socialist mayoral candidate Bertrand
Delanoe who is favored to win accerding
to pollsters.

“Whenever there is a demonstration
for liberty, I'm there,” Delanoe said.

The parade, which ended at the Place
de la Bastille, featured 60 floats and
demands for laws to ban anti-gay discrim-
ination and legalize gay adoption.

France already has a partner-registra-
tion law that grants gay couples most
rights of matrimony. There are similar
laws in Denmark, Greenland, Iceland, the
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the
U.S. state of Vermont.

¢ About 400,000 people attended
Berlin’s Christopher Street Day parade
June 24, demanding passage of a compre-
hensive registered- partnership law.

A day earlier, the governing Social
Democrats and Greens agreed on a rough
outline of a bill that would grant all mar-
riage rights except access to adoptiori.
Opposition conservatives blasted the pro-
posal.

The parade ended with a huge dance
at the Brandenburg Gate.

* Thousands of people marched in Tel
Aviv, Israel’s gay-pride parade through
Rabin Square June 23.

“You only see pictures of Israel when
rocks are being thrown,” marcher
Kinneret Golan told AP. “I'm proud that
despite everything we can still do this.”

Marcher Anat Schumaker told
reporters: “We’re here and they can’t do
anything to stop us.”
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NetMix

July 12th at YWCA Leadership Center
9440 North 25th Avenue at 6:30 p.m.

Lunch Bunch
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ASU University Club: Second Tuesday of each month
- Chompie's on Shea: Fourth Tuesday of each month

Salt River Tubing
July 29th, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
location to be announced

JOIN US!

Call for more info!

(602)225-8444

www.gpglcc.org

Preparation
Performance...

DAN SCHWARTZ REALTY, INC.

Put them to work for You!

Lisa L. Seeley

Residential Resale

Multi-Family

Commercial

602/252-7777
S (B

Fiesta Mall

Alma School & 1-60
1445 W. Southern # 1020
. 480-844-2920

The place where
pets are found

S are made for life!

We carry all your pet accessary needs.
Let our experienced and friendly sales staff
help make pet choices that will work best for you

Bring in this AD for “PET PRIDE” card and 10% off all merchandise or livestock.

Sale merchandise included.
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June 29—July 12, 2000 HeatSle - 11
.

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!!!

Sunday, July 9th
BBQ at 3pm hosted by ‘Men in Motion’
Wednesday, july 12th '
Mr. Charlie’s Game Night!

.J‘riday, Saturday & Sunday
July 14, 15 & 16th
Our Annual Gold Rush Days!

¢ S

HOME OF THE* MEN OF CHARLIE’S « MEN IN MOTION » AGRA

e 727 W. Camelback ¢ Phoenix, AZ ¢ 602.265.0224 o charliesonline.com ¢
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Goings On

News & Events of Interest to
the Phoenix Queer Community

Catechism to henefit
Catholic HIV agency

The July 14 performance of Late Night
Catechism at the Scottsdale Center for the
Arts will be a benefit performance for the
HIV Center for Hope, a new program of
Catholic Social Services in Phoenix. The
cost for tickets to the 8:00 p.m. show is
$60 per person and seating is limited. Call
602/277-9551 for information.

GPGLCC events listed

The Greater Phoenix Gay & Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce is the Valley’s gay
and gay friendly networking and social
group for queer professionals. Upcoming
events scheduled for this busy organiza-
tion include the following:

July 5— A 7:00 p.m. board meeting at
Gregg Eddelman’s home. July 6— A social
night at the 8:00 p.m. performance of
When Pigs Fly. This event costs $25 per
ticket. July 11— At 11:30 a.m., the East
Side Lunch Bunch will gather at the ASU
University Club in Tempe. Also on July
11— At 6 :30 p.m., the Tourism
Committee will meet at the Parkway Inn
in north Phoenix. And on July 12— At
6:30 p.m. the chamber’s monthly NetMix
will be held at the YWCA Leadership
Conference Center, 9440 N. 25th Ave. in
Phoenix. The cost is $5.

For information about the organization
or to join, call 602/225-8444.

DA plans July events

Desert Adventures, the Valley’s out-
door gay and lesbian social club, has sev-
eral fun activities coming up.

First, members will get back to the
wilds with another fabulous campout for
Independence Day weekend. This trip

will be to Lewis Canyon (that’s up in the
Apache-Sitgreaves national Forest) over
the weekend of June 30 through July 4.
The group site can accommodate up to
150 people, so head north to escape the
heat in the cool pines.

On July 9, the annual White Elephant
gift exchange and pool party will be held
at a member’s home. On July 16, mem-
bers will gather for a social afternoon BBQ
at Charlie’s, and the annual excursion to
San Diego Gay Pride will head west on
July 21.

To find out more about DA activities
or to join the club, call 602/266-CAMP.

Queer bikers sought for
new group

Delta Flyers mountain biking club is
looking for people who want to mountain
bike with other gay and lesbian biking
enthusiasts. You do not need an expensive
bike or the latest fashions, just the need to
ride.

For information, e-mail
deltaflyers@aol.com, or leave a message at
602/ 562-4330.

Eat out to battie AIDS
July 25

The fourth annual Valley-wide
“Dining Out for Life” fundraiser to help
fight AIDS will be held July 25. This bene-
fit is sponsored by AIDS Project Arizona,
and will include a number of local Ethnic
restaurants, fancy restaurants, coffee
shops, bistros, and cafes all stepping up to
donate from 25 to 100 percent of their
days’ sales to the program.

For information, call 602 /253-2437,
and watch upcoming issues of HeatStroke
for ads and lists of participating eateries.

Don’t run... Walk!

A new Frontwalkers group has formed
within Frontrunners. The Frontwalkers
will meet in the same location as the
Frontrunners, but simply walk the route.
For more information, interested persons
should contact Connie at
Rudy910@aol.com or call 602 /954-3983.

LADS for everyone

Los Amigos Del Sol is a long-estab-
lished gay & lesbian social and fund-rais-
ing group in the Phoenix area that pro-
motes a friendly interaction between men
and women.

The group is planning its next general
meeting and Family Feud party, set for
July 8 at 3:00 p.m. at Cash Inn Country.
Then there will be a Casino Night event
held at Johnny Mc's on July 16. For infor-
mation about LADS, call 602/997-2411.

Leshian Night Out

Lesbian Night Out is held every
Friday at The Community Center, 24 W.
Camelback in Phoenix, at 7:00 p.m.

The event is a fun alternative to (or
before) the bars and draws women from
all over the Valley for an evening of
games, videos, discussions, networking
and socializing in an alcohol- and smoke-
free environment. A $2 donation is
requested for the use of the space and to
provide snacks. Call The Center at
602 /265-7283 and leave a message for Sue
with Lesbian Night Out.

Rainbow Families plan
family fun

Rainbow Families is a program of The
Community Center designed by and for
gay. lesbian, bisexual and transgendered
parents and their kids. The group pro-
vides a social and educational environ-
ment where parents can support one
another and their kids can socialize and

play with children from other alternative
families.

They meet one Saturday per month at
The Center, 24 W. Camelback in Phoenix,
or at other designated sites. To find out
more and to help with other summer
activities, call Heather at 602/439-9252.

Get fit by running

Frontrunners, a gay and lesbian run-
ning group under the mantle of team
Arizona, now has four runs during the
week at locations around the Valley:
Tuesday morning and evening and also
on Friday and Saturday mornings.
Interested runners should contact azfron-
trunners@hotmail.com or

call 602 /954-3983.

VSCC activities

The Valley of the Sun Community
Church holds services at the Parkway Inn
in north Phoenix at 11:00 a.m every
Sunday. Some social activities coming up
on the gay and gay-friendly church’s
agenda include a pool party at the
Parkway Inn on July 2, and a singles pool
party and BBQ at a church member’s
home on July 15. In other news, the VSCC
is establishing a children’s ministry.

For information on this busy new
Christian congregation, call 602/564-7895.

Women in Tune
welcomes newcomers

The Women in Tune lesbian chorale
meets for rehearsal every Thursday at 7:00
p-m. at Augustana Lutheran Church, 2604
N. 14th St. in central Phoenix. No audi-
tions are necessary—interested parties are
urged to visit and get to know members
of this friendly and talented group. The
chorale is readying for its trip to the
national GALA singing convention in San
Jose next month. For information, call
Barb Wodrich at 623 /878-5430.
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Schedule

JULY Opponent
Thu 6 Detroit

Tue 11 Minnesota
Thu13 Sacramento

Wed 19
Fri 21

Utah
Los Angeles

Wed 26 Indiana
AUG

Tue 1 Orlando
Thu 3 Seattle
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Happy Hour Specials for EVERY Gamel

Happy Hour
7-11PM*
9-11PM
7-11PM*
9-11PM
4-8PM*
9-11PM

9-11PM
7-11PM*

* Denotes Televised Game

Happy Hour Prices

Munchies
Funlltl
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1144 E. McDowell, Suite 200, Phoenix
(602) 307-5021

Funded in part by the Federal Dept. of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and
Services Administration the Ryan White Care Act Amendments of 1996 and the Maricopa
County Dept. of Public Health Services.

Take charge and learn more about living positively with HIV/AIDS.

Join us in the

“Path to Positive Living”

Path to Positive Living is a series of Educational Sessions designed to
help individuals live long and well with HIV. The next series of classes
will be offered on Wednesday evenings for four successive weeks.

The first class begins on
July 5, 2000, 6-9pm.

Knowledge is Power

Get the skills and motivation you need to use that knowledge.

Topics Covered:

¢ UNDERSTANDING HIV/AIDS

* CoPING WITH EMOTIONS & STRESS

¢ NUTRITION AND HERBS

¢ SEXUALITY/DATING/DISCLOSURE

e HIV MEDICATIONS AND COMPLIANCE
* MIND-BODY CONNECTION

® LEGAL ISSUES

¢ COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES

* AND MuCH MORE

Dinner included. If you need transportation or childcare
please notify us 24 hours in advance.

Please call and RSVP: 1144 E. McDowell, Suite 200
Phoenix, AZ 85006
602-307-5330
602-307-5021 (FAX)

SAVE YOUR
$$8S

PUMPHOUSE 11

Join our V.I.P. Membership Program

and Save a Ton of Cash !

A $235.00 enrollment fee gets you $1.00 off
of any regularly priced drink, all day, all night

every day of the week .. . For the Rost of the Yoar

A PORTION OF EACH ENROLLMENT FEE WILL BE USED
T'OPURCHASE TOYS FOR CHILDREN WITH AIDS THIS CHRISTMAS

4132 E McDowell Rd -- Phoenix -- 602-275-3509
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The last word on Judy?

Gerald Clarke discusses his new biography of Judy Gariand

By Bradley David, Contributor

Soon after the release of his
critically acclaimed 1988 Truman
Capote biography, biographer
Gerald Clarke decided to take a
bit of a risk with his next subject.
In Judy Garland, he chose an
icon whose fabled life had
already been exhaustively docu-
mented in an endless stream of
books and articles.

After reading virtually every-
thing that had ever been written
about her, however, Clarke con-
cluded that none of Garland’s
biographers had succeeded in
painting an accurate and com-
plete portrait of this famously
complex woman, who died in
1969 from a drug overdose at
the age of 47.

“I didn’t want to do it if the
definitive book had already been
done,” says Clarke. “What I dis-
covered was that, when I read
the books, Judy did not come
through to me as a reader. There
were a lot of facts and figures,
but I didn’t really get a picture

Author Gerald Clarke

of Judy. And a lot of the things
that had been written already
were either wrong or they hadn’t
been explored fully.”

He found, for instance, that
no writer had ever thoroughly
researched the background of
Garland'’s beloved father, a
Vaudeville performer from
Tennessee named Frank Gumm,
whose homosexuality had only
been speculated about in other
Garland biographies. Clarke
uncovered documentation indi-
cating that Gumm'’s fondness for

teenage boys had caused him to
be run out of two towns: Grand
Rapids, Minnesota, where Judy
was born, and Lancaster,
California, where she spent
much of her childhood.

“I really started from
scratch,” says Clarke, 62, whose
Get Happy: The Life of Judy
Garland hit bookstores in late
March. Clarke, who was a senior
writer at Time magazine before
penning his best-selling biogra-
phy of Capote, spent ten years
writing the Garland book, inter-

bands—Vincente Minnelli and
Mark Herron—were gay. In the
case of the notoriously effemi-
nate Minnelli, writes Clarke,
Garland once caught him in bed
with another man.

“It took me a long time to
find out about Vincente,” says
Clarke. “It wasn’t easy, but I
didn’t want to just repeat the
rumors without proof. I talked to
James Loyd, who was a great
friend of Lester Gaba, who was
Vincente’s near-companion for
several years in the ‘30s. Then

Artie Shaw
told me that a

Get

appy

D CLARKE

LAPGTE

couple of his
friends told
him that they
had had a lit-
tle ‘do” with
Vincente, as
they called it.”
Herron,
Garland’s
fourth hus-
band, agreed
to meet with
Clarke but
would not
submit to a
formal inter-
view because
he said he was
writing his
own book
of (Herron has
since died of
lung cancer).
One particu-
larly memo-
rable passage
in Clarke’s
book reveals
that, while

The Lite

Judy

rariand

viewing more than 500 people
and meticulously documenting
his research with more than 1200
source notes found in the back of
the book. Among the author’s
most important finds was
Garland’s own unfinished auto-
biography, which had been gath-
ering dust for decades in the
archives at Columbia University.
Clarke’s book finally puts to
rest any doubts about the fact
that two of Garland’s five hus-

married to
Garland, Herron had an affair
with Peter Allen, who was mar-
ried at the time to Garland's
daughter Liza Minnelli.

“After his divorce from Judy,
Herron went back to Henry
Brandon, a famous character
actor who appeared in Auntie
Mame,” says Clarke. “They lived
together until Brandon’s death
24 years later.”

Garland'’s affair with Tyrone
Power is also chronicled in

Clarke’s book.

“She knew about his sexuali-
ty, but Tyrone Power, I gather,
was a genuine bisexual,” says
Clarke. “He really did seem to
enjoy women and men, and |
talked to people of both sexes
who went to bed with him.”

While Clarke was able to
speak with many of the key
players in Garland’s life—third
and fifth husbands Sid Luft and
Mickey Deans among them—he
wasn’t successful in convincing
Garland’s famous daughters to
cooperate.

“I sent them copies of my
Capote book and letters saying it
would be the same kind of
book—honest and serious,”
Clarke remembers. “Liza wrote
back, or her publicist did, saying
nicely that she was sorry but that
she didn’t want to talk about her
mother anymore. Lorna [Luft]
never even bothered to respond.
But from the interviews I've seen
with those two, I think that the
myth of their mother has over-
taken them as well. I don’t think
they know the truth about their
mother.”

Clarke’s brilliance as a biog-
rapher is in his ability to reveal
extremely personal information
about his subject without suc-
cumbing to lurid sensationalism.
Still, the book supplies plenty of
anecdotes for future cocktail con-
versation. In one passage, for
instance, Clarke tells of one of
Garland’s lovers who is said to
have made her sing “Over The
Rainbow” after performing oral
sex on him, just so he could
“hear those famous words sung
through a mouthful of his
semen.”

“I thought long and hard
about that story, and I put it in
for a reason,” says Clarke. “I
thought it really symbolized her
willingness to humiliate herself
with men.”

Making it abundantly clear
that Garland was essentially het-
erosexual, Clarke does write
about several of her lesbian
encounters and concludes that
she was briefly involved with an
MGM publicist named Betty
Asher, who served as her brides-
maid when she married Vincente
Minnelli.

“They were very close, and
whenever Judy had an emotional
problem on the set, Betty Asher

would instantly appear to calm
her down,” says Clarke. “For a
time they shared an apartment,
and there were lots of rumors
about the two of them. I talked
to Betty Asher’s brother, and he
confirmed that yes, his sister had
had affairs with women.
Whether she did with Judy is
impossible to say, but it’s proba-
ble if not certain.”

Clarke’s book refuses to
engage in the usual psycho-bab-
ble about why Garland has
always had such a large gay fol-
lowing, and it doesn’t even men-
tion the popular notion that
Garland’s death somehow
sparked the Stonewall Riots.

“I didn’t investigate it fully,
because it seemed clear to me it
was a coincidence,” says Clarke.
“I've heard people who were at
Stonewall talk about this, and
they say nobody talked about
Judy Garland that night.”

Asked who his next subject
will be, Clarke laughs, “There
isn’t going to be one. I'll write
another book, but not another
biography. I'm going to write a
novel—I've sort of laid it out and
it’s set in Hollywood and
Shanghai in 1949.”

While Clarke acknowledges
that the initials in the dedica-
tions of both his books (“To
L.A.S,, for faith and fortitude”)
belong to his “partner of many
years,” he isn’t crazy about the
idea of being labeled a “gay
writer.”

“] don’t see that it has any-
thing to do with my writing
about Judy Garland or Truman
Capote,” he says. “I dont see
why a heterosexual couldn’t
write about a gay person, and
vice versa, or a woman write
about a man, or vice versa. I
have no real secrets—I just don't
think that people, and writers
particularly, should be catego-

rized.” ;

GET HAPPY: THE LIFE OF
JUDY GARLAND

By Gerald Clarke

Random House, 2000, ($29.95)

As with his previous book on Truman
Capote, which spent 13 weeks on The New
York Times Best-seller List (a record for a lit-
erary biography), Gerald Clarke’s new work

on Judy Garland is destined to become the

definitive biography of its subject. Similar in
style to the Capote book, Get Happyis a no-
nonsense, strictly chronological account of

an extraordinary life.

With no preface or introduction, the
book’s first chapter begins with the story of
Judy's parents. Clarke’s compelling portraits

of Frank and Ethel Gumm and their behavior
towards their daughter set the stage for
understanding the scope of Judy’s life-long
problems in the areas of money, romance,
and substance abuse. Clarke rarely attempts
to be a psychologist, instead he conveys the
facts and allows the reader to draw the con-
clusions. Clarke’s writing is descriptive with-

out tangling itself in excessive details and
elegant without being pretentious.

Out of context, the anecdotes in Clarke’s
book might seem tabloidesque, but taken as a
whole, the book weaves a thoughtful and
richly engaging epic about this complicated
artist considered by some to be the greatest
entertainer who ever lived.

ODYSSEY

Like what you've been reading?

Then put your money
where your mouth is—

Graphic desi
without
“cookie cutter” look

602-776-0173

’ Comfortable, private,

? professional sedan services
! committed to the
gay/lesbian community

t Sedan services:
$2.50 drop & $1.25/mile

Support our advertisers . . .
let them know you saw it here

Limousine services:
$.50/hour (2 hr minimum + 20% gratuity

Bill Knoop « 602.262.2524
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Continued from page 1

than going to the gym, so
even though he has a nice,
natural body he’s not a
brontosaurus.

HS: 1t looks like you still
haven’t had to take any HIV
drug cocktails.

EW: That's right.

HS: It’s been, what, 15
years or more?

EW: | was diagnosed in
1985. I'm supposed to be
something called a long-
term non-progressor.

HS: You still have nor-
mal CD4 cell counts?

EW: | haven't even had
them tested in a year but the
last time | looked they were
like high 600s.

HS: That's great. That's
like the lower end of nor-
mal.

EW: | feel lucky. | don't
take any credit for it at all. |
don‘t drink. | don’t smoke,
and | sleep a lot, but | don't
think that has anything to do
with it. | think it's genetic.
I’'m awfully happy to have
been granted this reprieve
because | feel like I've been
able to write a lot of books.
From the time | saw you [in
1988] till now I've written
God-knows-how-many
books.

HS: | just found out
today you were going to be
in town. I’'m actually
rereading Forgetting Elena
right now. it’s in my back-
pack. The detail in that
hook still blows me away,
the detail of the things that
pass through our minds so
quickly before we make a
decision or a judgment.

EW: It's a very close
focus on inner processes,
isn’t it? It's written in the
present tense, which a lot of
people don’t even notice,
because that, | think, adds
to that feeling of getting a
mind at work second-by-
second.

HS: Have you read it in
the last ten years?

EW: No. I'd sort of like
to.

HS: How did America
strike you coming back
after being gone for so
long?

EW: A lot of great things.
One of the advantages of a
thriving economy is that
everybody is moving up, or
seems to be, in the world. |
mean, the man who drove
us down tonight, he’s from
Chile but he’s studying to
get his MBA.

In France, somebody’s
who'’s your chauffeur would
probably be a chauffeur for
life, that is what he would
do. Same thing with a wait-
er. Waiter is a profession in
France and people do it
their whole lives. Here most
waiters, if you tease them a
little they drop their formal
manner and are just guys.
And if you talk to them—
you can talk to them, first of
all; they don't hide behind a
professional mask as they do
in Europe.

Secondly, once you dig a

little bit deeper you find out
that they're studying art his-
tory or are in pre-med or
something like that.

There’s a tremendous
climb upwards in this soci-
ety which is very exciting
actually. People are very
optimistic here, and cheer-
ful, | think. Sometimes
they're stressed out because
they're overworking,

But there is this kind of
optimism which | knew
when | was a kid in the
fifties and in the early sixties

but which vanished really
from America—especially
New York which went
through a period of bank-
ruptcy and danger and
crime in the seventies and
then the recession in the
eighties. This is one of the
high points now in
American history and | think
people should be aware of
it.

There’s a down side
which is a kind of dumbing-

“In the gay world, gay culture is
sort of floundering at the moment,
I think. A lot of gay bookshops are
having trouble hanging on. It’s sad
to see the death of so many gay
bookstores which have been some-
thing like a community center for

It's sad to see the death
of so many gay bookstores
which have been something
like a community center for
gays; in many towns, that is
the community center.

HS: Is France less mate-
rialistic or consumeristic?

EW: | think so, especially
in the arts. What America
used to have and France still
has is a group of young peo-
ple who don’t make much
money and don't expect to
ever make much money and
all they desire is excellence
in the arts.

Here there’s no tradition
of honorable poverty left.

Edmund White’s new book, The Married Man, is enjoying critical praise.

Poverty’s always sort of
despicable now in America.
There’s very little of that old
bohemian spirit that would
say, ‘Well, you're a great

-artist and you have ten loyal

followers and that’s enough.”
Now everybody wants to
have the movie version and
the house and the second
house and the yacht and
whatever. That's the only
way that people can really
measure excellence now.

gays; in many towns, that is the

down of America, a kind of
triumphalism that Americans
all feel—that they are the
best and the most—which
brings about a kind of chau-
vinism, | think, a lack of
interest in other cultures.

In the gay world, gay
culture is sort of floundering
at the moment, | think, in a
way. A lot of gay bookshops
are having trouble hanging
on. In France there’s a spe-
cial law that you can't dis-
count books, so the big
stores can't discount books.
All they can offer is more
books. That means that there
are more bookstores in Paris
than in all of America. Every
little bookstore is preserved
because they can sell books
as cheaply as the big store,

commnit center.”

HS: 1 think the gay
movement in this country
has won the war and there’s
just battles left to fight. |
think if we stopped [formal]
activism right now, things
would keep progressing
until we had full equal
rights. With assimilation
comes a loss of what we
had that made us special as
a subculture, perhaps.

EW: | think that's true but
I don‘t think it’s too high of
a price to pay for all the
good things that will come
with it. People should have
the right to get married, to
leave their apartment to
their lover of 20 years rather
than to their siblings who
they haven't seen for years.
People should have the right

to adopt kids, to announce
frankly and openly that this
is my partner.

The old culture had
tremendous benefits but it
had bigger problems. It cre-
ated a lot of pain for gay
people.

HS: | agree with you and
yet, the experience of being
an outsider often bred with-
in one a healthy skepticism
of all kinds of things that
were handed down from on
high as the way we were
supposed to be and the way
things are supposed to be
and what you're supposed
to do with your life.

Once you real-
ize that that
which had been
handed down to
you about sexuali-
ty was wrong, it
gave you the skep-
ticism of: Do |
want to get mar-
ried and have 2.2
kids and live in
the suburbs and
work for a corpo-

subway train? A
lot of [gay] people
never ask those
questions now.

EW: | agree. |
think that’s true. If
you look at the
titles of books like
Virtually Normal
or A Place At The
Table, those are
the aspirations of a lot of
gay people now.

| think it’s partly because
of what | was talking
about—this'old-fashioned
bohemianism died because
of economic reasons; it was
hard for people to go on liv-
ing with a part-time job that
would allow them to be
artists in the rest of their
time. Everybody has to have
two jobs now just to pay the
rent.

The other thing
that happened is that
a lot of the more
interesting people in
the gay community
died off and they
didn’t get a chance
to transmit their val-
ues and their culture
to a younger genera-
tion.

HS: Maybe the
bohemians are still
here but so many
other people have
come out of the
closet that the
bohemians are a tiny
minority now.

EW: That's right. That
could be. | can remember in
the fifties going to a gay bar
on the outskirts of Chicago
called Louis Gage's and
there you would see the one
couple in that area where
the woman was black and
the man was white, you'd
see the people who are
physically challenged, you
would see all kinds of odd
people that didn’t fit in at
the bar, because the gay bar
was a place for odd people.
Now, even gays who are
slightly odd feel uncomfort-
able in most gay bars, if
you're too old or too fat or
too something.

Arizona's Most Trusted Name
in Viatical Services ...

* Representing only YOU, not the funding company or investor!

* Bidding at least three funding companies to create the
highest cash settlement to YOU!

* Local servicing ... accountable only to YOU!

* We are a NO-FEE seller’s advocate making sure YOU receive
the maximum possible benefit from your policy.

Proudly
serving
Arizona’s
viatical
needs!

AENTS, INC.
“The Arizona Viatical Company™

(602) 956-3770 (800) 863-3104

www.livingsettiements.com

ration and ride the

- GIvING You THE WORLD
.. ONE PIECE AT A TIME

P

rodwhitt@aol.com
www.rodwhitt,cgm

SE12 N, 16th Street. Phoe

602.230.7600

No Set-up fees or Prepays
Gay Owned and Operated

480/855-4845

7810 N. 27th Ave. - in the Aztec Center
(just south of Northern, just west of 1-17)
Join us at 10:30am every Sunday
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Fame, Fortune and Flo

William Mannsnewnavellnaks at Hollywood,
then and now, with the world's first movie star

By Tim Miller, Contributor

For many months in 1997,
William J. Mann’s debut novel,
The Men From the Boys, topped
the gay best-seller lists. Inspiring
legions of readers who had felt
“left out” of gay lit—gay men of
that sandwich generation
between the Boom and the X,
struggling with the promise gay
liberation was supposed to
bring—the novel painted an
engaging, sexy slice of gay life at
the end of the last millennium.

It was a world familiar to
many but one that had not often
been chronicled: the world of
open relationships, longterm
commitments, circuit parties,
tricking, safe-sex negotiations
and the evolution of relation-
ships—in an era both beautiful
and fleeting, before the Rise of
Protease. That was the key to the
book’s success: documenting a
world of a particular time and
place.

With The Biograph
Girl, Mann has done
it again, only this
time there are many
worlds in his ouevre.
Influenced, perhaps,
by his second book,
1998’s Wisecracker,
the biography of gay
actor William Haines,
he has set his new
novel in Hollywood,
both then and now,
for an unsparing look
at fame, fortune and
the pursuit of
dreams. He evokes
Tinseltown at both
the dawn of the
twentieth century, when it was
just coalescing into the shaper of
the world’s imagination, and
Hollywood today, when the
dreams it inspires have often
turned lethal.

And once again he casts a
sharp and knowing eye on gay
life—post-protease and The Men
From the Boys—when the life-
and-death struggle is not nearly
so stark, but even more complex.

His star this time is a 107-
year-old actress, Flo Bridge-
wood—who, as Florence
Lawrence, was the world’s first
movie star back in 1908. An actu-
al historical character, Flo in real-
ity committed suicide in 1938 by
drinking a poisoned cocktail of
ant paste. But Mann has imag-
ined that she somehow sur-
vived— just how she did so is
the book’s central mystery—only
to turn up in a Catholic rest
home in New York in 1998.
Discovered by a gay man (of
course) Flo is brought back to a
new kind of fame.

HeatStroke: Okay. So where
did this come from? Isn’t Flo a
bit of a leap from Jeff O’Brien,
the angst-ridden Boston gay boy
of The Men From the Boys?

William J. Mann: | guess she
is. Partly | wanted to write some-
thing as far afield from my own
life as possible. Everybody
assumed Jeff was me and | was

Jeff, and while there were similar-:

ities, he was a fictional character.
By getting inside the mind of Flo,
a 107-year-old straight woman, |
was pushing myself as a writer.
And | loved it.

S: Well, she’s a wonderful

character. The cigarettes, the
scarlet nails, the sass. No Norma
Desmond here.

WJM: That was important. |
didn’t want to write Flo as some
crazy forgotten star, BabyJane in
a rest home. The whole point of
the book is that the illusion of
Hollywood is very different from
the reality. Those who can't sepa-
rate the two are in for trouble. Flo
is a very wise lady, and saw that
separation, although almost too
late.

HS: Why use a real historical
figure? Why not simply invent a
character?

WJM: | had always been fas-
cinated by Florence Lawrence. |
guess | have a habit of finding
these obscure figures in
Hollywood history and trying to
resurrect them, like | did with
William Haines. | always felt Flo
got a bit of a raw deal from histo-
rians, who mention her only in a

Author William ). Mann

footnote usually before going on
to Mary Pickford and the rest. Yet
she was the very first movie star
of all time, the very first who had
her name revealed to the public
and the first to have a huge pub-
licity campaign set up around her.
| have her say in the book several
times, as she looks around at the
paparazzi and the media circus:
“I'm the one who started all this.”
And it's true, she did.

HS: So by using her, someone
who really has a place in
Hollywood history, you were able
to comment more precisely on
the nature of fame and celebrity.

WJM: | suppose that’s true.
Because if people knew Florence
Lawrence at all, they knew her as
the forgotten star who killed her-
self with ant poison. She was
huge, the first of them all, and
ended up doing walk-ons. By sav-
ing her from that fate and imagin-
ing that she escaped to find a real
and fulfilling life, | was making
some comment on Hollywood’s
values.

HS: Hmmm. Then are you
indicting Hollywood and the cul-
ture of celebrity? You seem to
also have a great love for it.

WJM: | do. And while | guess
| am indicting it in a way, I'm also
celebrating it. Hollywood is both
a killer and a creator. It's made
beauty and it's made tragic mess-
es of people’s lives. There’s always
been that real dichotomy in
Hollywood. In the book,.| have
Roddy McDowall, who | use as a
character, say that Hollywood is
really myth and magic and ghosts
and illusions, and that such things
can actually be as real as any-

thing else. It's only by understand-
ing the reality of the myth, how-
ever, that you can grasp the truth.

HS: You use a lot of real-life
people as characters in the book.
Oprah, Rosie O’Donnell, John
Waters, Greta Garbo, Clark
Gable...

WJM: Yes, they kind of do
cameos. You can’t write about
Hollywood and celebrity without
referencing real people.

HS: Earlier you called Flo a
straight woman. But she’s got a

A Novel of Hollywood
Then and Now

bit of a lesbian streak. You even
have a producer in the book tell
the guys who want to make a
movie of her life to cut out any
lesbian stuff, that they’re not
making Fried Green Tomatoes
here.

WJM: Exactly. It's just what a
Hollywood producer would say.
Yes, Flo definitely falls in love
with Linda Arvidson in the book,
which was a total invention on
my part. | wrote her as an inde-
pendent woman in a man’s world
who didn‘t like the rules she was
handed. So falling in love with
Linda actually was the first time
she defied what was expected of
her, and it gave her the first
insight into the difference
between the “applause” of fame
and the real love that she so very
much wanted in her life.

HS: The Biograph Girl is cer-
tainly not a “gay book” in the
way The Men From the Boys was,
and yet it certainly seems queer.

WJM: My original publisher
actually said it wasn‘t gay
enough. | replied that we've got
five principals, two of whom are
gay, plus several supporting char-
acters. And besides, the title char-
acter is an old movie actress who
wears caftans and smokes ciga-
rettes in long holders and loves to
scandalize people with dirty talk.
She’s an honorary gay man.
Practically a drag queen. But if
yoy're looking for sex at the piers
and rest stops— which was all
through The Men From the
Boys—you won't find it here.
Sorry. Maybe next book.

HS: It’s odd, isn’t it, that a
publisher would say a book was-
n’t “gay enough”? Isn’t it usually
the opposite, that it's “too gay”?

WIM: Well, | think they
looked at the numbers for The
Men From the Boys, which were
very good—and because of the
book’s content, largely all gay,
they thought, “Well, we can get
these numbers again if he writes a
book just like this one.’

In a way, | can understand
their reluctance. But my new
publisher is being very smart,
marketing the book to both the
gay market and to mass-market
readers. | doubt very many
straight women in middle
America could really get into The
Men From the Boys. But they can
The Biograph Girl.

HS: The two main gay char-
acters, Richard and Rex, are
lovers. They
discover Flo,
and she actu-
ally helps
crystalize for
them some
pretty signifi-
cant issues in
their relation-
ship.

WM:

Yes. Rex has
AIDS, and a
few years
ago, like so
many, he
almost died.
But the new
drugs brought
him back,
and now he
and Richard
are struggling
with a whole
new set of
issues. Rex
develops the
hump on his
back, puts on
some weight,
and Richard
freaks, think-
ing the drugs are failing. He can’t
imagine going through the pain
again that he felt when Rex nearly
died. | think, in fact, this is one of
the first times these issues have
been dealt with in fiction. It's very
timely.

HS: Is writing about AIDS
important to you? It was a major
theme in your first novel.

WIM: Itis. My best friend
and mentor, who died just as the
new drugs were coming in, taught
me that as writers, gay writers, we
have an obligation to chronicle
the plague. It's not fashionable
anymore in some ways. I'm not
surprised that Richard and Rex
are the first couple in fiction to
tackle the new issues of AIDS. It’s
just not being written about any-
more,

Maybe people just needed a
breather. But | had one reader
who looked at an early draft of
The Biograph Girl and asked if |
really needed to make Rex HIV-
positive, if it wouldn’t be nice to
have a gay couple with no fear of
AIDS hanging over their heads.
But almost as soon as the ques-
tion was out, he realized for him-
self that such a reaction simply
showed why it was really impor-
tant to have Rex have AIDS, and
to be dealing with these new
issues. IUll be interesting to see
how straight readers respond to
what Richard and Rex are going
through.

HS: Once again, it’s being
marketed as a summer beach
read.

WJM: Yes, and | think that's

good. You reach more people that
way if you position your book as
accessible. | don’t take myself too
seriously. | think writers who do
are really asking for trouble. |
want to write books that make
people laugh and cry and look
forward to turning the page. |
want to give them an escape.
That’s what The Biograph Girl is,
after all is said and done, after all
the ruminations on fame and
celebrity and Hollywood illusion.
It's a fun book. Kind of a mystery.
I want people to just escape into
Flo’s world.

" HS: You hop around not only
in time, going back to early
Hollywood, but also in place.
New York, Los Angeles, San
Francisco...

WJM: All three cities are very
important in the book, and serve
a real function. So does the Greek
island of Santorini, which is one
of my favorite places on earth. So
it’s one of Flo’s, too.

HS: Publisher’s Weekly called
the ending “fittingly cinematic.”

WIM: Yes. | definitely wanted
that. Not to give it away, but the
ending just came to me. As | was
writing the first outline of the
story, | just said, ‘Of course. That's
how it has to end.

HS: I can definitely see this
as a movie.

WIM: The movies have been
my biggest influence, so | certain-
ly write as if the scenes are play-
ing out in-my head like a film. It
would be wonderful if someone
bought the film rights, but who
knows? These things take time.
We sold the rights to Wisecracker
two years ago, and if it happens,
it happens.

HS: And up next?

WIM: I'm finishing another
nonfiction book, due out next
year, looking at the gay experi-
ence in the Hollywood studio era.
Not to sound too immodest, but |
think it will be a real ground-
breaking book. It’s been fascinat-
ing to research. After that, well, |
might take a little break from
Hollywood-themed writing,

HS: Another Men From the
Boys?

WiM: Possibly. | imagine at
some point I'll write another book
set within an exclusively gay
world and populated by only gay
characters. | hope that’s the direc-
tion publishing is moving
towards, offering writers the abili-
ty to write what's in their hearts
and not only what can be direct-
ed at a particular niche. I’'m much
more optimistic than some about
publishing, although | can cer-
tainly see the decreasing opportu-
nities and venues for a lot of gay
and lesbian writers, and there are
times that's scary. But | think as
we infiltrate— notice | didn’t say
integrate—the culture more and
more, our stories will continue to
find ways of being told.

Tim Miller is a performer and the

author of Shirts & Skin, pub-
lished by Alyson.
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Just Out: a summer reading list

Whether your plans for July
and August involve time off or
working overtime, the annual
monsoon season is as good an
excuse as any to kick back and
curl up with an interesting new
book.

The major publishing houses
gear their releases around some-
thing known as the “summer
beach read”, and gay titles are
no exception to this time-tested
seasonal marketing plan. Here
are a few new titles we're recom-
mending as worth the invest-
ment of your hard-earned vaca-
tion time & money:

ME TALk PRerTy ONE DAY
By David Sedaris * (Little,
Brown, $22.95, HC)

The inimitable
humorist, a star on
National Public
Radio and the best
selling author of
Naked and Barrel
Fever, is back with a
new collection of
stories based on his
childhood in North
Carolina, his eccen-
tric family and his
recent relocation
from Manhattan to
Paris.

Acerbic, irrever-
ent and laugh-out-
loud funny, Me Talk
Pretty One Day is Sedaris at his
best, which is to say it's superb.

Mysteries by men:

LitiLe Miss EviL: A Nick
HOFFMAN MYSTERY
By Lev Raphael ¢ Walker &
Company ($23.95, HC)
Whoever dreamed the ivied
halls of academia could be so
dangerous? Little Miss Evil is the
fourth Raphael whodunit set on
the campus of the fictitious State
University of Michigan (SUM),
and featuring the incidentally
gay—and ever-sleuthing—
English teacher, Nick Hoffman.
In this volume, Nick is facing
relationship worries and tenure-
track tensions, but those prob-
lems pale next to yet another on-
campus homicide case begging
to be solved. The clever barbs
Nick delivers

NOTHING GoLD CAN STAY
By Casey Nelson ® Alyson
($12.95, PB)

This tale of mystery and
mayhem is centered on Ray
O’Brien, a naive American grad-
uate student who's visiting
England for an exciting summer

of studying
theater. But
just how exit-
ing things get
is beyond his
predictions—
is Ray’s new
love interest
the perfect
boyfriend, or
the perfect
murderer?
First-time
novelist

Nelson

THE NEw YORK YEARS:

FaBuLous HELL
By Craig Curtis *
Alyson ($12.95 PB)
This debut novel
chronicles a cynical,
HIV+ party boy’s
adventurous rush
through the hard liv-
ing, gay under-
world of West
Hollywood. Like
the novel’s unnamed pro-
tagonist, Curtis grew up in
conservative Orange
County and later moved to
LA and Seattle. But unlike
his character, his own life
is, he says, “on the whole,
really dull.” By turns a bru-
tally funny and painfully
accurate cultural portrait,
Fabulous Hell lives up to its
title, and then some.

weaves a clever

tale of gay
romance and
page-turning
suspense, all set
in the seedy
pubs and back
alleys of foggy
London. Like the
best in the mys-
tery field, Nelson
knows how to

Nonfiction by men:

TRAILBLAZING; THE TRUE
STORY OF AMERICA’S FIRST
OPENLY GAY TRACK COACH

By Eric Anderson ¢ Alyson

($13.95, PB)
Readers looking for a real-life
Front Runner story may be disap-

like men. It's a new-millennial
version of Coming Out Right, a
popular Alyson title that the
publishers felt needed some
updating in an age of computer

- dating and circuit
parties.

As a reference
guide, Coming Out's
relevancy depends
more upon a given
reader’s point of
view than the
writer’s presumed
authority. In any
case, Qutland man-
ages to take a con-
cise look at a com-
plicated subject.
Much of his advice is no doubt
helpful, and the book should
also make a great gift for non--
gay friends who make it their
habit to ask a lot of tiresome
questions.

Fiction by women:

No MErcy
By Pat Califia * Alyson
($14.95 PB)
Arguably America’s premiere
lesbian eroticist, Califia has
penned more than 17 books
including the classic, Macho
Sluts. She’s further earned
respect the world over as the
long-running, no-nonsense
author of the “Advocate
Advisor”sex column.
Now Califia has produced a
new volume of

build a serious pointed; 3
: Anderson’s
case without tak- :
autobiography

ing himself—or
his readers—too
seriously.

is not a tale of
romance but
rather of social
acceptance for
all gay educa-
tors, and of the
alliances that

Stories by Felice Picano * can be made
Alyson ($12.95, PB) between
In New York in the ‘70s, straight and

Picano was a founding member gay teachers,
of the famed Violet Quill club administrators
and has long been considered and (especial-
one of ly) stu-
America’s dents in
most order to
respected foster a
and influen- safe and
tial gay writ- positive environment for
ers. Now liv- anybody who dares to be
ing in Los out in our public schools.
Angeles, he Neither an outstanding
selected the writer nor famous athlete
twelve sto- (who really follows high

ries in this
collection as

a representa-

tion of

along the way to
the conclusion
are almost as
delicious-sound-
ing as the
gourmet meals
that he and his
writer lover,
Stefan, routinely
whip up in their
to-die-for
remodeled
kitchen.

Raphael
knows his craft.
His 1999 Nick
Hoffman book,
Death of a
Constant Lover, was nominated
for a Lambda Literary Award in
the mystery category and Little
Miss Evil is a delightful and
witty follow-up. If you're
already a fan of queer mysteries,
consider it a must-read. If you're
new to the genre, this slim and
fast-paced comic drama makes
for a great introduction.

__ metropolitan stage
| in the develop-

school track, anyway?),

§ Anderson’s honesty-is-the-
best-policy approach
worked for him on the job
and it works for him as a
storyteller as well. Trailblazing
makes for compelling reading
not because its author ever
planned on being an equal-rights
pioneer, but precisely because he
didn't.

meaningful pre-
AIDS writing as
well as a look back
at a less self-
aware, fiercely

CominG OuT: A

HANDBOOK FOR MEN

By Orland Outland « Alyson
($13.95 PB)

This handy paperback offers
just-out gay and bi-curious (be
nice!) men a basic overview of

the

ment of what
we've come to call
“our community”.
Aficionados

will particularly
appreciate the
autobiographical
gaps some of these

| stories fill between
4 occurrences in
Picano’s celebrated
memoirs and the significant
social events worked into his
best selling novels. Like last
year's Lambda-nominated The
Book of Lies, New York Stories is a
page-turning treasure whether
his reader’s interest is historical,
literary, or any combination
thereof. Explore, and enjoy.

trends,
terms
and tradi-
tions that
(for better

leather and eroti-
i ca-tinged short
fiction. She’s
included male-

male, male-female, female-
female and androgynous-futuris-
tic-persons scenes in a broad col-
lection sure to delight her many
fans, both male and female.

Pitrow TALk Hl: MORE
LESBIAN STORIES BETWEEN
THE COVERS

Edited By Leslea Newman «
Alyson ($12.95, PB)

More lesbian stories between the covers

Edited by Lesléa Newman

Newman has assembled a
collection of 26 short erotic
pieces for women in this sequel
to the sexy and successful first
volume of Pillow Talk.
Established writers like Maureen
Brady and tatiana de la tierra are

represented, as are a number of
newcomers being published for
the first time. Newman is a four-
time Lambda Literary Award
nominee, and is the author of the
classic children’s book, Heather
Has Two Montmies.

THE SiLk ROAD
By Jane Summer * Alyson
($12.95, PB)

Labeling this coming-of-age
debut novel as a lesbian book is
too limiting, because The Silk
Road is a mesmerizing, finely
crafted tale that will likely have

Jane Summer

enormous appeal for read-
ers of all genders and ori-
entations.

Teenaged Paige Berman
is growing up rather
painfully in a stuffy Long
Island suburb in the late
‘60s. She becomes some-
thing of a lesbo Lolita after
she starts babysitting for a
new family in town and
falls for Fiona Gallagher, a
stylish, Barracuda-driving
housewife “exactly twice
her age”. It's a safe bet both
their lives will never be the
same, but in Summer’s sure
hands, the story transcends all
cliches.

Fiction for kids:

HEATHER HAS Two
Mommies; 10TH
ANNIVERSARY EDITION
By Leslea Newman, lllustrated
by Diana Souza  Alyson
($10.95, PB)

For this updated version of
the classic 1989 children’s story,
Newman has deleted a couple of
passages from the original and

stream-
e . lined the
t HEATHER HAS | text. It's
- Two MOMMIES | the num-
£ ; ) ber-one

B 5

choice of

educators
and par-
ents hop-
ing to
introduce
kids to
family
diversity issues at the earliest
possible ages. Get it for summer
reading for all the little ones in
your family, biological and oth-

erwise.

wh §~l:hrul“v e
JESLEA NEWMAN DIANA Sotza




June 29—July 12, 2000

tre (ray & Fabulous musica. exrravacanza
June 22nd thru July 9th

“lts OUTRALEDUSLY FUNNY and VIBRANT CHARALTERS
and AMAZING SONGS and LYRILS are sure to bring

SIDE SPLITTING: LAUGHST" If you lied
PAGEANT, BIRDCAGE and LA CAGE Pux FOLLES,
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SUMMERS RUNNANAY THEATER SENSATION!™

Starving: HAL ADAMS MICHAEL BARNARD
JERRY WAYNE HARKEY GREGMARZULLD D SCOTT WITHERS

Tickets are available at:
Pheonix Theater (L02.254 2151

and Dillards 4805035555

www.whenpigs.com
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Thai Gourmet
7131 East Main Street
Scottsdale * 480/947-6042
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Shows
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4540 N. 7th Street * Phoenix » 602-277-2121
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Friendly.
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Happy Hour = 2 for 1 on all cocktails » 3-7pm
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¢ OFFICIAL SELECTION

2000 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL >

‘AN ELECTRIFIED SENSATION!
SHEER VISCERAL EXCITEMENT!
VIBRANT AND WINNING”

oy ~Owen Gleiberman, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

“A MOSTLY
KNOWING
AND FUNNY

COMEDY!
GROOVE’ IS THE

MOVIE FOR YOU!”
~ Elvis Mitchel!
THE NEW YORK TIMES
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«Cam
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Mill Avenue & University Drive » Tempe b |....

Breakfast
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Dinner
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Breakfast Bar
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$6.95

-

Breakfost Buffet! \
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$6.95

AH You-Can-Eaf!
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Monda 1bur<day4 10pm
6 95

\Wle've Got the
Corner on |
Good Food! |

S

816 E Camelback ¢ Phoenix
602.265.6956

Mon-Thurs $0am-10pm
Fii & Sat 10am-4am ¢ San 10am-2pm
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Seeing/Being Scene at the
Arizona Human Rights Fund

Awards Dinner
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Ob&lisk Bookstore

A SOURCE LIKE NO OTHER

24 W. Camelback Phoenix, AZ 85013 602.266.800K

Would YOU like to help prevent HIV?

The Central Arizona Community Planning Group
(CPG) is a community group that helps decide how
HIV funding is spent in Maricopa, Gila and Pinal
counties. Using research, data and the experiences
of our members, we recommend what populations
should be targeted for HIV prevention.

Open membership, you can join at any time.
No experience necessary. Let your voice be heard!

For more information, call Michelie Holman at the
Office of the CPG, 602.506.6005.

( Put your home and
auto mmsurance
under one roof,

If you already insure your auto with
the Farmers Insurance Group of
Companies, insure your home with us,
too. We'll provide peace of mind and
sound assurance that your home and
auto are properly protected.

For over 7 years, I have been insuring the Gay Arizona Family. ..
. delivering the fast, fair, friendly service you deserve!

MuRrRrAY D. SuLLIvAN
Murray D. Sullivan Insurance Agency, Inc.

430/860-0920

e-mail: msullivan @psn.net

Gets You Back Where You Belong. J

PROTECT YOURSELF

and the ones you love!

Domestic Partnership Agreements
Wills and Trusts v Powers of Attorney
Living Wills/Medical Powers of Attorney

First Consultation is FREE

All appointments & consultations done in the privacy of your own home.

“ Kathie J. Gummere

Attorney at Law

£ 2
Office: 602/952-0293. Fax: 602/956-8266
5502 E. Roanoke Ave. Phoenix, AZ 85008
kgrn@Goodnet.com

Don't wait until it's too late,

HAVE PEACE OF MIND NOW!

American
Products SZ

' Scotisdale
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Notable Quotes

Newsmakers, Celebrities

& Others Speak Out,

Compiled by Rex Wockner

“Right now I play a gay char-
acter on TV, and I want you to
believe that he’s gay. And when
all this wonderfulness of Will &
Grace ends, which I hope it never
does, and I move on to other
roles, hopefully you'll believe
that I'm those characters as well.
With the society that we live in
today, I don’t want to put any-
thing into anybody’s mind.”

—Sean Hayes, Jack on Will &
Grace, when asked by TV
Guide if he’s gay, May 20.

“We are ... unnerved by the
appointment of Elizabeth Toledo
to run the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force. ... This is the
sixth consecutive lesbian femi-
nist executive director at the
Task Force. And it's beena
while, we might add, since a
man has run our other major
national group, HRC. ... The
LGBT movement could stand
some testosterone at the top.
Maybe someone in their late 20s.
Maybe someone in their 60s or
70s. Maybe someone African
American. Someone from :
Kansas. Someone bisexual or
transgendered or fat. Just some-
one other than a classically attrac-
tive, 40- something lesbian.”

—San Francisco Bay Times
writer Ann Rostow, May 25.

“Over at the National Gay &

Lesbian Task Force, where we've
been berating the board for lack
of management diversity, the
Policy Institute has named
Ingrid Rivera-Dessuit to the post
of Racial and Economic Justice
Policy Analyst. “As a mother
who is a lesbian of color, who
was once homeless and lived on
welfare,” said Rivera-Dessuit, ‘I
know firsthand how issues of
race, poverty and sexual orienta-
tion come together. And I under-
stand how crucial it is that we,
as a community, take on the task
of changing public policy and
attitudes in these areas.” This is a
good start, but let’s not forget to
hire some men one of these
days.”

—San Francisco Bay Times

writer Ann Rostow, June 8.

“They never asked me until
Serial Mom and then every
reviewer asked me if I was gay. I
think it became a political ques-
tion with AIDS. I always said
yes. They never used to ask, and
I assumed they knew. They saw
the movies. What are they—
blind? Do they think a straight
man could have made those
movies? I don’t think so!”

—Filmmaker John Waters to
Palm Springs’ Gay & Lesbian
Times, May 25.

“It's never been an issue at all

[being gay]. I’'m not saying for
others that it isn’t, but I've never
been held back in show business
because of my sexuality.”
—John Waters to PalmSprings’
Gay & Lesbian Times, May 25.

“fab! gets 10 letters an issue
regarding Paulo Murillo’s WeHo
lifestyle column—but NOT A
WORD on Gov. Gray Davis’ veto
of a pro-gay bill. Is this a yuppie
millennium thing? Are we baby
boomer journalists, who grew up
in the shadow of Vietnam, Kent
State, Woodstock, etc., not really
‘getting’ to our younger readers
—because 1) they don’t know
what we're talking about or 2)
they don’t really give a fuck,
when'’s the next party?”

—Mark Ariel, editor of the
L.A. gay newspaper fab! in a
June 3 e-mail to this column.

“I'm a lesbian ... although I
haven’t been very open about
that and throughout most of my
life I've gone out with blokes
because I haven’t necessarily
been terribly comfortable about

_ being a lesbian. But I actually am

a lesbian.”
—Singer Sinead O’Connor in
an interview with Curve
magazine in the issue that
came out June 27.

“Have you been searching for
a place that will accept you as
Christian and Leather, or S/M,
or Kinky? The Leather Ministry
is a group where the whole per-
son can feel nurtured. We do not
have to separate those two parts
of our lives any longer. The
Leather Ministry is for those
people seeking to blend their
Spirituality and their Sexuality.”
—From the San Diego leather

e-mail list PT-List, June 8.
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“I can’t think of another time
that we’ve seen a gay rights
group exert this kind of pressure
so effectively [as they have
against Dr. Laura’s planned TV
show]. I mean, to get Procter &
Gamble, United Airlines—these
are big American corporations.
They must see gay consumers as
being pretty important, and they
must see some kind of penalty
for them if they went ahead with
this [advertising].”

—National Public Radio’s
Mara Liasson on FOX News,
May 31.

“Other advertisers should
pay attention to P&G's [Procter
& Gamble’s] words: there are
indeed ‘better’ program
options.”

—Advertising Age on P&G’s
decision not to advertise on
Dr. Laura Schlessinger’s
planned TV show because she
is anti-gay, May 29.

“I think it’s indicative of the
improvement of the atmosphere
that Bill Clinton has ushered in.
People increasingly understand
that the prejudice against gay
people is just silly.”

—Gay U.S. Rep. Barney
Frank, D-Mass., in reference
to a June 6 at the Central
Intelligence Agency’s gay-
pride celebration, to The New
York Times, June 9.

“Hypocrisy —that’s why |
detest the [Catholic] clergy so
much. Everybody knows that it
is full of prominently repressed
homosexuals or pedophiles, for
God’s sake. Sheer hypocrisy.
They're always in drag. The
biggest drag show is high mass.”

—Author John Rechy to
Genre magazine, July issue.

“My father smoked a cigar,
and [ hated it, and I hated him.
But then I used to have a master
who would light up a cigar the
minute he’d arrive at my house.

I hated it, but then I found it
thrilling. And I'm sure it was all
tied up with my father.”

—Author Edmund White to

Genre magazine, July issue.

“I'm always tempted to get
married. I was engaged twice.
And I get along with women so
well. And they’re so much more
reliable than men. They're
warmer and cozier and more
faithful. Men are impossible.
They’re so moody. Women are
accommodating and loving.”

—Author Edmund White to

Genre magazine, July issue.

“Politics and civil rights
played a relatively small role in
the festivities. There was little
mention of Vermont’s new civil
union law providing marriage
benefits to homosexuals;
Proposition 22, the California ini-
tiative banning recognition of
gay marriages; or radio talk
show host Laura Schlessinger,
who has enraged gay rights
groups by saying homosexuality
is ‘deviant.” Much of the parade
was devoted to camp and satire,
with the acid- tongued fashion
guru Mr. Blackwell as grand
marshal, waving to the crowd as
two men fanned him with giant
feathers.”

—From Associated Press cov-
erage of Los Angeles June 11
gay-pride parade.
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By the time this column appears one
of my favorite queer bookstores—Boston's
wonderful Glad Day Book Shop—will
have closed. In business for almost a
quarter of a century, the store is closing
not because of financial difficulties, but
because the space they’ve occupied for
many years is being turned into high-end
condos and they can’t
find a new space in a
neighborhood overrun
with Starbucks and
Pottery Barns.

The story of the
independent bookstore
being forced out by the
ever-encroaching
chains, online stores,
and rising costs of
operating a small busi-
ness isn’t a new one.
And when it comes to
queer, alternative, or
women'’s bookstores,
the casualties have
been particularly high.
But this is more than
just a business issue.

I walked into my
first gay bookstore a
dozen years ago, when
I moved to New York
and discovered A
Different Light, then
located on Hudson
Street. The store was a
funky mix of books, magazines, T-shirts,
posters, and various other items devoted
to queer culture.

For me, newly released from a reli-
gious college and starving for anything
gay, it was like walking into a candy
store. I bought more books than I could
read, just to have them on the shelves. I
found out about ACT-UP and Queer

by Michael Thomas Forg

Nation meetings by read-
ing the fliers pinned to
the jumbled mess that
was the community bul-
letin board. I met my first
boyfriend there.

Now A Different Light has moved to
more upscale Chelsea, where it competes
for business with a gigantic Barnes &
Noble and faces an uncertain future. And
the store is not alone. Forced to stream-
line, diversify, and shape up, many long-
running gay bookstores are finding them-
selves losing the battle for attention to

younger, hungrier, and more aggressive
outlets.

As someone who makes a living from
writing, | understand all too well the frag-
ile financial web of buying and selling
books. I know that small stores simply
can't offer the same discounts, variety,
and instant gratification that chains can.
And yes, I've bought books online when I
couldn’t find them at my local indepen-

Slip Into Somethj

dent store or when I just haven't felt like
leaving the house. Besides, my own books
sell very well through those same outlets,
so I can’t complain too much. And I know
that there are lots of people out there buy-
ing queer books online who would never
buy them if they had to walk into a store.

But I think we need to look at what
we're losing every time another store clos-
es. This isn’t just about books, although
we need to keep in mind that long before
Barnes & Noble and Borders made those
little sections for “gay literature” there
were small bookstore owners making
queer literature available by hunt-
ing down everything that was in
print; and long before mainstream
publishers took any interest in gay
books there were small queer pub-
lishers putting them out at great
trouble and expense.

No, this isn't just about the
books. You can get gay books pret-
ty much anywhere these days. The
disappearance of the queer book-
store is frightening for a larger rea-
son. It used to be that these stores
functioned as de facto community
centers, information libraries, and
even pick-up joints. Going into one,
you felt that you belonged there.

These were your books and your
people and your space. Browsing
through the latest issue of Out, or
reading the first chapter of the new
Andrew Holleran or Dorothy
Allison to see if it hooks you, just
isn't the same when you do it at
Barnes & Noble surrounded by six
billion copies of the fifteenth Harry
Potter installment, Oprah’s latest
pick, and a stack of Dr. Laura’s current
abomination.

A few weeks ago I flew to Chicago for
the annual Lambda Literary Awards,
where my book That's Mr. Faggot to You
received a Lammy for best humor book.
On the way home the next morning,
when I sent my carry-on through the
security scanner, I was asked to step aside
and open my bag for inspection. Having

gone through exactly the same thing the
previous year, | knew what they were
looking for.

“It's an award,” I said as I took out the
Lammy nestled in the center of the suit-
case and held it out for inspection.

The security guard doing the check
took the award—which is a Lucite block
with a medal embedded in the center—
and stared at it for a minute.

“They thought it might be a bomb,”
she explained. Then she took a closer
look. “Gay and lesbian book award?” she
said, staring at me curiously. “They have
in award for that?”

Yes, they have an award for that. And
we have that award because we like to
honor books by and about queer people
and those people’s lives. As more and
more of gay culture is subsumed by the
mainstream, it’s easy to forget that our
inclusion in that mainstream is largely
dependent upon what they can get out of
our culture. Our words stay in print as
long as they make money, not necessarily
as long as they’re needed. Our voices are
heard as long as what we say isn’t too
offensive.

So the next time you need to pick up a
book, please consider taking a trip to your
local queer store, if you have one. If you
don't, please consider asking whatever
store you go to to stock more queer titles.
As for the booksellers out there, my heart-
felt appreciation to all of you working
within the chains to make sure (often
covertly) that queer books don’t disap-
pear. And finally, to the great folks at Glad
Day—and to everyone who runs a gay
bookstore—a big thank you for keeping
us at least one step away from the jaws of

assimilation.

Michael Thomas Ford’s latest
book, It’s Not Mean If It’s
True, will be in stores soon
(including Obelisk, Phoenix’s
own gay & lesbian bookshop).
He can be reached at
Shopiltee@aol.com.

ore Comfortable
(like our frontdoor for instance)
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Lesbian in the City:
the SF Mission District

San Francisco’s queer visitors often
flock to the famed Castro neighborhood,
often mistaking the city’s vibrant lesbian
district, the Mission, as more of a residen-
tial enclave than a genuine attraction. In
fact, there’s plenty to see and do here.

The Mission, due east of the Castro,
derives its name from the Mission
Dolores, which has stood here since 1791
and whose museum makes for a fascinat-
ing (though not particularly queer) tour.

During the 19th century, the area
developed into San Francisco’s resort
community. Throughout the 20th century
it has changed gradually into a working-
class residential neighborhood, then a
largely Latino one, which it remains to a
degree today. Many Asians have also
immigrated here in recent years.

The lesbian presence developed most-
ly during the past two decades, with the
number of women-owned and -oriented
shops and hangouts booming in the mid-
"90s. And in the past few years, as real
estate prices have escalated, a flood of
dot-com-employed yuppies have added
to the mix—spurring resentment among
many longtime locals.

Nevertheless, like all of San
Francisco’s most engaging neighbor-
hoods, the Mission is blessed with a trini-
ty of diversional attributes: cool shopping,
outstanding dining, and spicy people-
watching. With these hobbies in mind,
meander along the neighborhood’s main
commercial drags, Mission and Valencia
streets. You'll find cheap and tasty ethnic
cuisine, left-leaning and lesbian-oriented
shops and galleries, and some of the city’s
queer and women'’s performance spaces
mixed in among the many Latin
American and Chinese groceries and dry-
goods stores. And you'll see plenty of cute
dykes.

For a look at what’s doing in the
neighborhood, drop by the Women'’s
Building, a community center that hosts
dozens of events, readings, meetings, and
workshops for women. Note the striking
mural on two sides of this recently reno-
vated building; it illustrates the lives of
prominent women over the centuries.

Now, here’s a quick primer on local
shopping. Looking for groovy second-
hand duds and bargain-basement furni-
ture? Check out Community Thrift, whose
profits benefit local queer charities. Gotta
a New Age sweetie waiting at home?
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Botanica Yoruba
has incense, can-
dles, and oils

galore.

Peruse the
racks of Modern
Times for lefty lit
crit, political
manifestos, and
hefty tomes on
Eastern religion.
For friendly and
sensitive advice
on locating your
G-spot (or some-
body else’s), try
Good Vibrations,
a terrific women-
owned erotica
boutique. And
after all that
walking, consid-
er steaming
away your trou-
bles at the
Osento Baths, a
women'’s (non-
sexual) bath-
house.

You might break up your shopping
adventures with a couple of hours of sun-
ning at sprawling Dolores Park, a queer
“beach” on warm days (the city’s infa-
mous fog rarely affects the Mission). If
you simply love to walk, venture into any
of the adjacent neighborhoods: the
Castro—once a gay male haven—has
become very popular with women in
recent years; fashionable Noe Valley, espe-
cially along 24th Street from Church to
Diamond streets, offers much of the sap-
phic cachet of the Mission; quiet Bernal
Heights supposedly has the highest con-
centration of lesbian-owned houses in the
city; and rapidly gayifying Potrero Hill
has a few fun shops and restaurants along
18th Street, including Just For You, a
major morning spot that’s famous for its
mighty-fine breakfast burritos.

The Mission’s culinary scene has rede-
fined itself in recent years, offering every-
thing from traditional Mexican fare (and a
riot of kitschy decorating) at La Rondella
to cutting-edge California cuisine at the
sophisticated and upscale Flying Saucer.

Saunter over to Noe Valley to find one
of the most romantic neighborhood
bistros in the city, the Firefly, whose entic-
ing brand of home-style cooking incorpo-
rates a United Nations of ingredients. Or
head up the hill to Bernal Heights to sam-
ple the delicious yet inexpensive New
American cooking at Liberty Café. If it's
crowded, have a drink next door at the
lesbian-popular Wild Side West, a cozy
tavern with a pool table; when you're
table’s up, someone from Liberty Cafe
will pop over and let you know.

One of the Mission’s rising stars,
Universal Cafe, has a striking postmodern
dining room set inside a converted turn-
of-the-century warehouse. The menu con-
centrates on French and Italian
Mediterranean fare—try the roasted
Muscovy duck on spaghetti squash with
chanterelle and porcini mushrooms.

The stri

ng facade of the Women’s Building dazzles pa

&

The Slow Club presents a diverse
menu of California-inspired fare and has
a stellar wine list. Expect to wait in line
for a table at the grrrl-infested Ti-Couz, a
delightful creperie where you can invent
your own crepe or choose from a long list.

The yuppie-infested Slanted Door has
some of the best haute Vietnamese cuisine
in the city, and similarly trendy places like
Charanga and Esperpento serve tantaliz-
ing tapas. And if it’s a very special occa-
sion, try to score a table at the ultra-
swanky Cal-French spot, Foreign Cinema
Café where, yes, you can actually watch
arty films while you eat.

Nightlife, once the Mission’s downfall,

has perked up with the opening in 1997 of

the city’s only full-time women's bar, the
Lexington Club. Skater girls, hipsters, and
Doc Marten devotees pack this cozy space
to hear Joan Jett and Courtney Love tunes
on the fierce jukebox.

As for mixed hangouts, try El Rio, a
disco and pool hall, during
its Saturday-night rock alter-
native parties. More guys fre-
quent Esta Noche than les-
bians, but this is still a place
with a thriving Latina scene
on many weekends.

Red Dora’s Bearded Lady
Cafe is a divinely dykey, hip,
smoke-free, PC lesbian per-
formance space with a vege-
tarian cafe. On Sunday after-
noons, El Rio dishes up live
salsa music and great food to
a totally diverse crowd: gay,
straight, female, male, Latino,
African-American, white, old,
and young.

While the Mission doesn’t
exactly abound with hotels,
there are a few excellent les-
bian-friendly accommoda-
tions in the neighborhood.
Both the Andora Inn and Inn

ssersby with its colorful murals.
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San Francisco are towering old wood-
frame buildings with high ceilings, tall
windows, and eclectic furnishings—the
Andora is mostly lesbians and gay men,
while the Inn San Francisco is mainstream
but family friendly.

Also mixed gay-straight and with
some of the most romantic rooms in the
city, the lovely Dolores Park Inn occupies
a stunning 1874 Italianate garden-side
mansion on a quiet street near the actual
Mission Dolores. When you're looking for
that special place to take your honey, look
no further than here.

Andrew Collins authored
Fodor’s Gay Guide to the
USA as well as six gay
guides covering the West
Coast, New York City, South
Florida and Amsterdam. He -
can be reached in care of
HeatStroke or at
GayFodors@aol.com.

JACK ADDINGTON
DAN SCHWARTZ REALTY, INC.

602/228-314
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%Pou probably know that a
Passover Seder involves 4
questions. This Year, yours

involved a 5"

850, DiD PouG PUMP You ?
2 or WhaT?
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Watalie has always resented
your family’s inconsistent policy on

acceptable spouses:

"So ETHA
MAYFY A GENTILE
{GUY BECAUSE HES
|~ aueer..
H ANP YoURLL Are

FINE WiITH THAT,
BuT:

His }

FAMILY'S LibEr-
ALTENDENCIES

Produce Jewish
g GPrANDChilPREH.

CXoie ve
IS COMING
AT TWO.

DiGGER"s
DEVOTEES
HAVE BEEN
STOPPING
BYALL
MORNING
10 PAY
THERR FINAL
RESPECTS.
b 340

the sweet

6:21-00

"Ghis from your older sister Natalie, who's

tact was washed away by a third glass
of Manischevitz...

e

g

{
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"Ghis grudge, and others she’s collected
Since her x husband Gabe ran off with a
Cuban gal from Orlando, has left Nat
very much akin to the bitter herb
portion of the holiday platter.

===by Eric Ormer

Gradition holds that on this night, the
Angel of Death passes over Jewish homes.
You're wishing tonight he’d make
an exception...

Depressingly, your family wasn’t shocked at
the news of your split with Doug, treating it as
some sort of inevitability---like the end of an

airport paperback they’d all read sometime.
4 e
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LYTTLE DID I KNOW THAT

FIFTEEN YEARS LATER,
I'D BE TEACHING AT
BUFFALO LAKE STATE

AND STiLL LIVING HERE.
P N

THAT'S LOIS™S OLD AFFINITY GROUP.
WHAT ACTION ARE YoU PLANNNG
HERE ? THE ONE WHERE YoU BLock-
ADED THE BANK, ORTHE ONE
WHERE You CHAINED YOURSELVES 0
ZFTS| THE FEDERAL BUILDING ?

JEEZ,THE LAST THING I REMEM-
BER CHAINING MYSELF O WAS
SONYA’S NIPPLE. RING. AND
EVEN THAT WAS LONGER AGO
THAN T CARE T0 CONTEMPLATE .4

j Shesgmal .

OH. YEAH. THAT WAS IN 1985,

RIGHT BEFORE I STARTED GRAD

SCHODL AND MOVED IN WITH
SPARROW AND LOIS, LOOK AT
THAT DEWY, HOPEFUL FACE.

OH, THAT WAS AFTER THE
92 PRIDE MARCH. THOSE
QUEER NATION STICKERS
WERE A BIT MORE ADHE-
SIVETHAN T ExPl

YEA

GobD, T DIDN'T EVEN
GO To PRIPE THIS
R. Dip Yo

GUYs P

\

\ '_- 57.
‘%?ml?'li

A T KEEP TELLING MYSELF,
DEATH 15 JUST CHANGE

3

Lo

UST TRANSFORMATION
INTO SOMETHING ELSE.

UH, GINGER ? T HAVE
7o GO, HoN. CAN I
CALL YoU LATER? A

B2 Iy LOU AND \
NOT BAD. § PICKED LP A
SAME OU. A FLASHER
SAME oL )’  FU meALLy?!

’ BREAKIN' THE LAW, AND I'M A

OH, PLEASE, ERIC. THE GV WAS

TRAINED POLICE PROFESSIONAL.
| WASN'T CHECKIN' HiM OUT, FER
CRYIN 'OUT LouD,

WHY Do You ASSUME THAT |
IMMEDIATELY LOOK AT HIS
CROTCH, JUST BECAUSE A
RAKED MAN IS STANDIN'

A

PRESENTS ...
As A PANSY PERVERT,
THE ADVENTURES oF

5@7& A
PART Z-
*"HANSON and NEUWIRTH

RENDERED POWERLESS BY
THE LOSS OF HER PLATFORM
HEELS, SUPA DIVA is AsouT
TO BE TRANSFORMED INTO A
HETERD ZOMBIE BY THE
EviL JUPEE MENTAL.!!

4TuUPA DEVIANT! = "V len

SUDDENLY, SOMETHING

“0.’ HiS CANT BE
STRANGE STARTS To HAPPEN--

HAPPENING ——
MY X-GAY MACHINE

HEY, STUP ...
LOOKIN GooO),

(©) 2000 HANSON+T NEUW|RTH

MORAL MATORITY MoroN!
PON'T, YALL KNowW THAT
NOTH|N’ CAN TURN A

7/f
(

MAH Toorsies !

2 o
Gite

‘SCLISE ME WHILE T USE YouR
PROTON GAVEL To RE-ACLESSORIZE,
—

EAT HEEL,
¢ Yyou .

PDICTATOR AL
DickHEAD !

LOURTS ADTOURNED
TUDGE. MENTALCASE!

ADVICE FOR YA~= DON'T
THE SoAP, BABY !

YOUR FREAKY ASS 1S Goin’ To
JAiL! oH, AN’ T GOT SoME

STREETS OF CHELSEA
ARE FABULOUS
ONCE AGAIN,
THANKS To You,
SUPA DiVA!

How caN Wi Y AN THINK oF
A FEW WAYS,
cuTiE.

PRoP

)/ CheisEABOYS. com
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Rupp GETs “CAMP”-y

Object of My Affection and Cider House
Rules star Paul Rudd is spending his sum-
mer at sleep-away camp.

The actor has joined a cast including
Frasier co-star David Hyde Pierce, come-
dienne Janeane Garofalo, and Oz hunk
Chris Meloni in a feature send-up of
summer camp called Wet Hot American
Summer. With a title that good, you'd
think it would be porn! But the indepen-
dent comedy is a farce about the last day
of summer camp at Camp Firewood, circa
1981.

Rudd will then segue from the come-
dy to highbrow drama. He’s to join
Jessica Lange in the London Revival of
Long Day'’s Journey Into Night, which is
expected to run in the West End from
November through January 2001.

Paul Rudd has signed on to Wet Hot American
Summer—a farcical take on summer camp.

MiLLION DOLLAR MURPHY

The most popular queer in town is
Popular creator Ryan Murphy. The writer-
slash-executive producer of the quirky
teen dramedy just signed a two-year,
seven-figure deal with Warner Brothers -
Television.

The deal has Murphy working on his
hit series through next season and com-
mitting to a pilot for a new, yet-to-be-
determined youth-driven series. Popular,
by the way, was former journalist
Murphy’s first foray into prime time.

The project was originally developed
as a feature film before finding its way to
the small screen. Perhaps this means this
infotainment journalist will have a hit

show on the WB in a year or twol

Murphy is also shopping around a fea-
ture film script called Why Can't I Be
Audrey Hepburn? about a single woman
obsessed with the Breakfast at Tiffany’s star
and her queer best friend (also a Hepburn
fanatic).

Murphy may also collaborate with Sex
and the City writer Candace Bushnell (she
wrote the column and book the HBO
show is based on) to develop a new pilot.

HAIRY SITUATION FOR ARQUETTE

Stigmata star Patricia Arquette plays a
terribly hairy woman who seeks refuge
amongst lesbians who refuse to shave
their legs in this quirky film scripted by
Being John Malkovich writer Charlie
Kaufman.

Human Nature, which is currently in
production in Los Angeles, tells the tale of
a woman plagued by body hair
(Arquette) and her scientist boyfriend,
who get involved in a bizarre love tri-
angle involving a man who was
raised by apes a la Tarzan.

Young French video director
Michel Gondry makes his feature
debut on the project, which also stars
Tim Robbins, and Notting Hill room-
mate from Hell, Rhys Ifans.

PANDAS ARE HOMOS, TOO

Pudgy funnyman Jon Lovitz
recently pitched producer John Davis
a character for Doctor Doolittle 2, the
sequel to Eddie Murphy’s hit remake
about a doctor who talks to animals:

Like the original, Doolittle 2 will
have celebrities providing the animal
voices that only Murphy’s character
can hear. Lovitz did an impromptu
routine about a gay panda, a charac-
ter he’d like to voice in the movie. (A
gay panda? No wonder they have so
much trouble breeding in captivity!)

If Davis can get Steve Carr, the
film’s director, to agree, Lovitz may
get to write his own part for the flick.
The film is slated to roll before cam-
eras in September.

JAck IN THE LiTTER BOox

Will & Grace star Sean Hayes is spend-
ing his summer vacation getting into a
major catfight!

Hayes, who plays the flamboyant Jack
on the hit NBC show, just scored one of
the leads in the upcoming Warner
Brothers combination live-action and ani-
mation flick, Cats and Dogs. Hayes will
provide the voice of Mr. Tinkles, an evil
cat in the film.

The story follows an earnest young
pup (whose voite will be provided by
Cider House Rules star Tobey Maguire)
who helps thwart a fiendish feline plot to

Tanning
Alpha 33 Machine

Bodywraps & Seaweed Wraps

602.274.4664

Mon. — Sat. 8 A.M. to 10 P.M.

Sunday — Closed

All Brand New Mega Sun
Tanning Beds

r S E kB _R_N J - - ‘

14 . ) ] i

1 First Session 1 Ta”’;'?agrt;zcgiges

| i

; PR . 1$28.00 month
1 (New Clients only) : (Unlimited) ISR

4532 N. 7th Street — (Next to Pookies Cafe)

take over the world. The voices of Alec
Baldwin, Susan Sarandon, and Green
Mile star Michael Clarke Duncan will
also be showcased in the movie, which
the studio hopes to turn into a major fran-
chise.

AMADEUS DUETS WitH VACHON
Lesbian Producer Christine Vachon
has partnered with openly gay actor Tom

R
Tinkles, in the upcoming Cats and Dogs.

Hulce (best known for his portrayal of
Mozart in 1984's Amadeus) to bring
Michael Cunningham’s gay-themed
novel Home at the End of the World to the
big screen.

Home is a poignant tale about two boy-
hood friends, Bobby (straight) and
Jonathan (gay), who get involved in a
bizarre triangle with their female room-
mate, Clare. Jonathan intends to father
Clare’s child, but that plan gets tossed
when Bobby and Clare fall in love.

They redefine the American family
when they join forces to raise “their” child
in NYC’s East Village. No word yet on
when Home will hit theaters.

ANOTHER KIND OF AMERICAN
Beaurty

American Beauty Producer Bruce
Cohen recently shared
his love of drag with a
group of chi-chi Los
Angeles queers.

Asked by the Human
Rights Campaign to talk
about how his profes-
sional and activist lives
intersected, Cohen spent
the bulk of his 45-minute
talk at the classic eatery
Spago talking about how
and why he has strutted
before the Hollywood A-
List (from Jack
Nicholson to Carrie
Fisher) in women'’s
clothing.

The 38-year-old
Cohen, whose credits
include The Flintstones
and To Wong Foo..., fin-
ished by displaying a
copy of the framed photo
of him dressed as
Marilyn Monroe that he

Will & Grace’s Sean Hayes will provide the voice of the evil feline, Mr.

presented to his mentor Steven Spielberg
the day after he won the Oscar for Best
Picture. The photo is now on display in
the bathroom used by Spielberg’s guests
at Dreamworks Studios, Cohen said.

SEAN MAHER HiTs THE $TREET

Twenty-something cutie Sean Maher,
who was the star of last fall’s short lived
Ryan Caulfied, Year One, has been recruited
by the Fox Network
again.

This time the
brunette hunk will
star in the re-
vamped version of
The $treet, a new
Wall Street drama
created by Melrose
Place and Sex and
the City creator
Darren Star.

DAWSON’s
HoLe?

The most inter-
esting casting
rumor going
around has Hole
rocker-slash-actress-
slash-occasional-
bisexual Courtney
Love doing a hard sell to the producers of
Dawson'’s Creek to guest star next season as
the very hetero older love interest of
James Van Der Beek. .

Courtney playing Mrs. Robinson in
Capeside? Romeo will believe it when he
sees if.

In other casting news, Tony-winning
actress Audra McDonald has signed on to
play the nurse in HBO's production of the
Pulitzer-prize-winning play Wit opposite
Emma Thompson.

Romeo San Vicente wouldn’t mind a Eussy if it
looked like Sean Hayes. You can reach Romeo in
care of HeatStroke or via e-mail at
RomeoDeep@aol.com.

Dining Oul
Tonight?

Check

oul page
19 for
gay-
friendly
eateries!

Would YOU like to help prevent HIV?

The Central Arizona Community Planning Group
(CPG) is a community group that helps decide how
HIV funding is spent in Maricopa, Gila and Pinal
counties. Using research, data and the experiences
of our members, we recommend what populations
should be targeted for HIV prevention.

Open membership, you can join at any time.
No experience necessary. Let your voice be heard!

For more information, call Michelle Holman at the
Office of the CPG, 602.506.6005.

|
|
|
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Don Williams Builders Inc.

“One call does it all”
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PAINT « DRYWALL REPAIR * WALLPAPER
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24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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PHOENIX & SCOTTSDALE HOME MESA » TEMPE « CHANDLER
246-8591 246-1325 249-3400
Mobil: 602/750-3849

HIGH QUALITY
Vitamins, Minerals, Herbs o P
& Protein Supplements i
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E LECTRICAL SERVI CES 480.816.4443 » Crisis Intervention / Trauma Recovery
J E 2 H 480.816-0884 fax « Depression / Anxiety Management
yee g X * Addiction / Compulsive Behavior
1 OR~-CATC Sl SmithProGraphics@att.net
* Security Lighting  guaLITY WORK AT Southwestern
e Ceiling Fans 3 A FAIR PRICE Gestalt Center H::;:Em
e Outdoor l/ghtlng (oo;) 997-8199
(602) 957-3602 Major Credit Cards Accepted dedangelo @ aol.com

Adopta 45 mph Couch Potato

Retired racing Greyhounds are pet ready, indoor
dogs that require a fenced yard and a big heart.

Se Habla Espafiol

Ed. note: The cowboy is off mending fences in a
cooler climate, but he’ll be back for our next
issue. The following letters were culled from the
archives.

Dear Cowboy,

An old friend of mine recently moved
back to Phoenix after living in Los
Angeles for several years. He calls me a
lot and wants to hang out, even though
we were rarely in touch when he was
away. We've already gone to.a couple
movies and happy hours together. I enjoy
his company and I've been cordial so far,
but I have a big problem.

He acts as if he has completely forgot-
ten a huge, nasty incident that happened
right before he left. I, on the other hand,

Apphances, Elec. Plumbing, Sprinklers,

Alc Heat Maint, Lighting, Etc..eccccceses
Call us with your "Honey Do List".ccceeee.
Honest-Rehable and Efficient Service....

Phone: 602/440-5367>>>7DAYS
“Dear Cowsoy”

|

A REGULAR ADVICE
COLOMIIN

can’t stop thinking about it and it's dri-
ving me crazy. Without going into detail,
let’s just say it involves a boyfriend
cheating on me, drugs, a visit to my
workplace from the police, and a bad
falling out with another friend of both of
ours who has since died. The whole mess
was caused by this guy, which is part of
why he left town.

Iwant to ask him about that past
event and hash it out once and for good.
My friends say if he's cleaned up his act
and wants to forget about it, then I
should be willing to let it go, too. What
would you do?

Signed, Sick of Making Small Talk

.

Arizona
Adopt A
reyhound Inc.

Give us a call at
(602) 9716935 for
more information.
*150.* adoption fee
covers all veterinary

expenses.

northAmerican Mesa 480-964-1444

Phoenix 602-275-5751
Scottsdale 480-946-6230
1-800-922-6344

Fax 480-844-8730

LEPPLA MOVING & STORAGE

303 West Southern Avenue
Mesa, Arizona 85210

Scott Rousan / Salesman
www.movingyourfurniture.com
E-mail: sales @ movingyourfurniture.com

Dear Small Talk,

There’s some horse sense evident in
the advice you're getting from your pals,
but they may not see how much it's both-
ering you to keep steering around a con-
versation you think it is important to
have. It's also clear you like the guy for
who he is—otherwise, you wouldn’t have
written.

Getting over the past is one thing—
pretending it never happened is another. |
think you should confront your old pal
and tell him how much you were hurt by
his actions. Don’t be too judgmental. He
may be ready to apologize, or he might
have a side of the tale that you need to
hear, too.

If he gets ornery with you for bringing
it up, that’s his problem. At least you'll
get to say your piece, and get some peace

from doing it. Your friendship should pro- ,

ceed more smoothly down the trail once
this brush is cleared away.

Dear Cowboy,

When I advertised for a roommate six
months ago, I said right in the ad that I
was looking for another lesbian. The

woman I ended up renting to identified
herself as bisexual and said she was sin-
gle.

She and I get along okay, but it turns
out she is not single—she has a boyfriend.
I am not comfortable having a straight
man in and out of my house. I'm not a
man-hater, I just feel like I've been lied
to. We don’t have any kind of contract.
Should I kick her out?

Signed, Tempe Homeowner

Dear Homeowner,

You have a right to be comfortable in
your own bunkhouse and to live with
whomever you choose. If the benefits of
having a roommate you get along with
are outweighed by having her male part-
ner around, tell her you're sorry things
didn’t work out and give her a reasonable
amount of time to find a new ranch. You
might compromise by asking her to stay
over at his place when they bed down
together, but don’t hold it against her if
she’d rather move out than agree to that.
At least you have learned to screen your
applicants better next time out.
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HIV Services

AGAPE Network
P.O. Box 32778
Phoenix 85064 002/234-6143

AIDS Project Arizona
1427 N. 3rd Street, Suite 125
Phoenix 85004  602/253-2437

A Place Called Home
3431 W. Thunderbird #13403
Phoenix 85023  602/942-1572

Arizona AIDS Information Line

Directory of Nonprofit Services for the
Phoenix Metro Gay & Lesbian Community

Bears of the Arizona Desert
PO Box 25951

Tempe 85285  480/3458755
wiw.bearsazdesert.com

Copperstate Leathermen
P.O. Bax 40472
Phoenix, AZ 85067

Delta Lambda Phi - Phoenix
903 S. Rural Rd., Suite 101317
Tempe 85281  602/248-5270

Desert Adventures
P.O. Bax 2008
Phoenix, 85001 602/266-2267

Valley of the Sun Commtunity
Church 602/564-7895

Valley Unitarian Universalist Ch
1700 W, Wamer Rd
Chandler 85224 480/89%9-4249

Music, Sports &
Hobby Groups

Arzona Frontrunners
azrontrunners(@hotmail. com
602/954-3983
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4540 N. 7th St. Tempe 480/965-3434 Phoenix  602/253-7100
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7125 5th Avenue 19. Nasty’s Sports Bar 31. Book Cellar Phoenix  602/255-2110 4619 E. Washingron
Scottsdale  480/945-9028 3108 E. McDowell 4029 E. Wazggron 75. Phoenix Civic Plaza Phoenix  602/495-0900

Phoenix  602/267-8707 Phoenix 75-0015 62. AZ Historical Society 225 E. Adams St.

6. Bunkhouse (other Valley locations) Museum Phoenix 602/ 262-6225 87. Squaw Peak Park
4428 N. 7th Ave. 20. NuTowne 1300 N. College 2701 E SquawPeak Dr
Phoenix 602/200-9154 5002 E. Van Buren 32. Castle Boutique Tempe 480/929-0292 76. Phoenix Symphony Hall Phoenix  602/262-6696

Phoenix 602/267-9959 5501 E. Washington 225 E. Adams

7. Cashinn Phoenix  602/231-9837 63. AZ Mining & Mineral Phoenix 602/ 262-6225 88. South Mountain Park
2140 E. McDowell 21. Paco Paco (other Valley locations) Museum 10919 S. Central Ave.
Phoenix 602/244-9943 3045 N. 16th St. 1502 W. Washington 71.  Phoenix Museum of History Phoenix  602/495-0222

Phoenix  602/263-8424 33. Obelisk Books Phoenix  602/255-3791 105 N. 5th Streer

8. Charlie’s 24 West Camelback Phoenix  602/253-2734
727 W. Camelback 22. Padlock Phoenix 602/266-Book 64. AZ Science Center
Phoenix 602/265-0224 998 E. Indian School 600 E. Washington

Phoenix 602/266-5640 Phoenix  602/716-2000
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to business ad prices.
E‘ BusINESs RATES—

Ads placed by businesses are S15 (plus .5% tax) for up fo 30 words;

~ each addifional word costs 50¢.
| AD FORMATTING UPGRADES—

Fach Classified Ad is printed in 10-point fype ond includes a bold
headline of up fo five words. Additional formatting (all caps, all
bold, centered headline) is available at S1 for each format upgrode.
15-point bold headlines are available for S5.

This is 10-point tyve. This is 15-point bold.

Pinochle Club Forming-| would like to
form a gay men’s Pinochle club to meet
in my home on a Friday or Saturday
night. Anyone interested, call Larry at
623/435-5115.

Employment

Now Hiring Bartenders. Experience
preferred but not required. Apply in per-
son at 8830 North 43rd Ave., Glendale.
Call for an appointment at 623/937-3138.

Dancers Wanted. Footwork Dance
Project, a professional dance company in
Arizona, is looking for male and female
dancers. Paid rehearsals, Paid perfor-
mances, depending upon experience.
Interested? For more information and
audition schedule contact; John Lotardo
(Artistic Director) via Phone or fax 602/
249-0285, or mail resume to: P.0. Box
33204 Phoenix, Arizona 85067-3204

Central Phoenix— Credit a problem?
Money not? 3bd/2ba plus guest house,
like new in the Coronado District. Newly
remodeled, saltillo tile throughout. Very
farge lot. A diamond in the rough.
$138,500. Seller will carry with $15,000
down. Se habla espafiol. Owner Agent.
602/709-3556.

Fairview Place Historic District- 2001
N. Laure! Lane. 2bd/2ba. Newly remod-
eled with original historic flavor. Comer

- CLassiFieD Ap Rares:

INDIVIDUAL AND NON-PROFIT AD RATES—

Individuals and non-profit ads are $10 (plus .5% tax) for up to 30
. words; each additional word costs 25¢. Shared housing solicitations
| are considered individual ads; real estate sales or rentals are subject

PLACEMEN

i

N S R

T,
PAYMENT REQUIREMENTS:

ALL CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PLACED IN WRITING—
Mail your ads fo HeafSiroke Classifieds, PO Box 33430, Phoenix, AZ
85067. Fax your ad to 602/294-9695. E-mail your ad to either

DEADLINE &

alkalphx@uol.com or reidhead@idt.net. (Please type “Classified

DeapLiNEsS—

lot, 1 car garage w/alley acces§
$149,900. Owner will finance if buyer has
credit problems with 10% down. KWAZ
Realty. 602/883-7526.

Why rent? Central Phoenix condo, 2bd,
2ba, $67,000. Updated complex, great
location, many upgraded features/appli-
ances. Jack Addington, Dan Schwartz
Realty, 602.228.3145.

$199,000-North Phoenix, 4 bedroom/
2 bath, loft, family room, den, kitchen
w/stainless steel appliances & island,
vaulted ceilings, comer lot & much more.
Rod Whitt HomeSmart Real Estate
602/230/7600.

Super Downtown 4-Plex—1925 Brick
Bungalow plus 1946 block tri-plex on
huge lot. Annual NOI $12,000+, Priced at
current appraisal, for $111,000. Your
Community Vintage Home Specialist—
Lisa L. Seeley, Dan Schwartz Realty
602/252-T777 Isrealty@home.com

Great Coronado Brick Ranch-1345
3BR/1BA. 1200+SF, concrete floors,
AC+Evap, formal dining, eat-in kitchen,
inside laundry & more. $117.000. Your
Community Vintage Home Specialist-
Lisa L. Seeley, Dan Schwartz Realty
602/252-7711 Isrealty@home.com

$125,000-Yaple Park-Circa 1340,
3 bedroom/ 1 bath, 1040 square feet,

Ad” in the subject line.)

Clossified ads must be received no later than one week (Thursday)
before the next HeatSiroke street date. Next deadline: 7/6
ALL CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE— j
Payment must be provided at the fime the ad is placed. Payment *
may be made by check, money order or by major credit card (Visa,
MasterCard or AMEX).

great house, central location. Rod Whitt
HomeSmart Real Estate. 602/230-7600.

$166,000-Circa 1938—2 bedroom/ 1
bath. Great downtown location-Ashland
Street, 1250 sqft, stone kitchen counters,
stainless steel appliances, travertine tiled
bath, brick walkways & patios, formal
dining, french doors to the back yard.
Rod Whitt HomeSmart Real Estate.
602/230-7600.

Lofts Space—Downtown Phoenix! Tum
of the century conversion! Granite/mar-
ble/ fireplaces/wood floors/+++ 900-
1600 sqft, $140s to $270s Rod Whitt
HemeSmart Real Estate. 602/230-7600

Gorgeous Tudor Revival- 3 bedroom,
den, 1 3/4 baths, fireplace, wood floors,
formal dining room, 2 car garage, and a
sparkling pool for only $214,800. Mario
Romero’s Success Team, The Melcher
Agency, 502/943-3003

$138,500-Willo Historic District, Circa
1929, 2 bedroom/ 1 bath, 1 car garage,
sparkling pool. Perfect little house w/tons
of charm & character. Rod Whitt
HomeSmart Real Estate. 602/230-7600.

Attention First Time Homebuyers- Get
into your dream home for as little as 1%
of the sales price, all kinds of purchase
assistance available. Mario Romero’s
Success Team, The Melcher Agency
602/943-3003. www.MarioRomero.com

Beautiful Territorial Adobe—

5 bedroom, 1 3/4 bath, formal dining
room, fireplace, wood beamed ceilings,
polished flagstone fioors on a double lot
for $299,800. Mario Romero’s Success
Team, The Melcher Agency, 602/943-
3003. www. Mario Romero.com

High Rise Living! Condos downtown
$75,000 to $2,500,000. Yes, you can live
in Phoenix in Style! Studios, 1, 2, 3+ bed-
rooms 300 to 4,000 sqft. Rod Whitt
HomeSmart Real Estate. 602/230-7600.

1920s Craftsman Bungalow— 3 bed-
room, hardwood floors, fireplace & a 2
car garage, $139,800, Mario Romero's
Success Team, The Melcher Agency,
602/943-3003. Visit our website:
www.MarioRomero.com

For Rent or Lease

The Story’s Apartments— 1 bedroom/
1 bath, 2nd floor, wood floors, F.Q. Story
Historic District, slate in kitchen & bath.
$575 mo. Rod Whitt, HomeSmart Real
Estate. 602/230-7600.

1920’s English Cottage Duplex- in the
Story Historic District, 2 bedroom, for-
mal dining room, waod floors, fireplace
for $775/mo. Mario Romero's Success
Team, The Melcher Agency. 602/943-
3003.

Fierce Environment-Scottsdale 2bd/2ba
condo—candles set the mood, poolside,
w/balcony & fumnished to a “T". Available
daily, weekly, monthly. Rod Whitt
HomeSmart Real Estate. 602/230-7600

Out-of-Town

Give Yourself a Break-Spend a relaxing
weekend in the heart of Warm Sands,
Palm Springs' gay ghetto. Call for reser-
vations at Bacchanal, an intimate, cloth-
ing-optional resort for men. Luxurious
accommodations, courtesy kitchens, heat-
ed pool and spa. 800/806-9059;
www.Bacchanal.net

Services

Straight Teeth Without Braces—With
3D computer graphics, we make remov-
able, invisible appliances that effectively
straighten your teeth without conventional
braces. No metal. Removable. Invisible.
Call Dr. John Cavanaugh for complimen-
tary consultation. 602/371-4200.

Need a
Rescue

Viz from your 1@X

Worries?

Rel

iriffore a call

» strategic tax planning

THE PERFECT SIDE DISH
FOR ANY MEAT.

Call about making and keeping condoms a part of life.

602.253.2437

Doug W. Griffore,iCPA, PC for gays & lesbians :

01, voice . 3
ciinee.a300. tax el A program of AIDS Project Arizona
dgriffore@swlink.net * pickup and delivery included
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® Completely updated with many new features e
Better Than
Ever!

Meet hot guys
in your area
tonight!

Most Features

Phoenix

602.993.4567 | B R L. FREC
Tucson ' : \

520.791.2345 PR R Access Code
e "~ Record - =+ 7041
Llsten THE

CONFIDENTIAL
CONNECTION®

www.confidentialconnection.com ads FREE! ;

Just §1.98-52.49 per minute for certain opBional features. 18* Movo Media, Inc, does nol p

,OpEN 24 HogRS/ 7DAYS

* Serving The Gay Community For Over 20 Years

Phoenix_ Los Angeles Cleveland At nta New O

DME JOIN IN
/ELCOMING
\ THE NEW
1517 S. Black Canyon Phoenix, AZ 8,5009

602 271.9011
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By Jill Dearman, Contributor

ARIES:

The effects of July 1st’s solar eclipse in
your home and family sector can still be
felt as fireworks go off on the 4th.
Indulge your sentimental side. You may
not know what to do about a career mat-
ter just yet, so why not concentrate on
something that makes you really happy,
like a close relationship with a Cancer?

TAURUS:

Jupiter is beginning a lucrative trek
through your house of money, sweetie.
Take advantage of this cycle and work
your ass off to get some new gigs. It real-
ly is the perfect time to throw a summer
party, or at least do some impromptu
dancing and slacking off. If you think a
Gemini is flirting with you, you are so
right

GEMINL:

Be careful what you wish for during this
lucky, lucky time. All the changes you've
been longing for could come to pass, but
sooner than you expect. You may have to
think on your feet. You've got energy to
spare, and a Taurus is turned on by your
spunk. (Oh, stop!)

CANCER:

Jupiter is now moving through your
twelfth house, which means it's time to
be the person you are in your dreams.
People are taking your words out of con-
text because they don’t know you that
well. Turn on that soft charm of yours
and make damage control a breeze. A
Sagittarius is particularly receptive to
your ways.

LEO:

The moon in your sign should make the
4th of July particularly hot and full of
fireworks. Your emotions are hanging
out very close to the surface, which is
good news for your love life. The start of
a new life is weeks away, but right now
you need to be ready for some minor dis-
comforts and one major miracle. A
Capricorn sees right through you, and
digs your dirty secrets.

VIRGO:

You should be prepared to fight a few
small battles on the work front, but don’t
allow the concrete world to sap all your
energy. Who you are is more important
than what you call yourself on your
taxes. You need to rethink your life a lit-
tle, sweetie. An Aquarius can get you
back on the fast track, but what’s the
rush?

LIBRA:

You may still be feeling cocky about
career matters after July 1st’s eclipse,
which hit the top of your chart. Well,
honey, the work begins now. It’s follow-
up time. As you gain more power in
your career, your sex drive increases
twice as fast. See a connection? A Leo can
make an honest slut out of you.

SCORPIO:

Don’t be afraid to put your foot in your
mouth or offend a few less-than-truly-
important people in your life. You need
to trust that the people who love you
will always love you. Pick your partners
wisely; don’t give it away too easily. A
Virgo can pay double what you're ask-
ing.

SAGITTARIUS:

Money could come to you through an
investment or legal situation. If you do
come into extra funds, don’t blow it all
on a party, doll. Be open to the kind of
relationship you claim to want: one that
includes intellectual challenge and lots of
bondage. A Scorpio can give you both.

CAPRICORN:

This is an incredibly romantic time for
you, baby. So why are you blathering on
and on about work? It'll keep! People
aren’t used to you expressing emotions
like sadness and fear. The more you
show your heart aches, the less your
heart will ache. A Taurus can make it all
better.

AQUARIUS:

Mercury is retrograde till the 17th, so be
sure to say exactly what you mean and
follow up on all business correspon-
dence. People are easily offended now, so
don't self-sabotage, dear! Dot every “i,”
cross every “t,” and lick every spot on a
Gemini’s body.

PISCES:

Your obliviousness is your greatest asset
‘round the 4th of July. Your creative
juices are flowing (and so are other
juices, especially when an Aries cozies
up to you), so who cares about the petty
aspects of life and work? This is a
strange time of depth and superficiality.
Find the right balance, you otherworldly
creature, you!

Jill Dearman is the author of the best-selling
Queer Astrology for Men and Queer Astrology
for Women (both from St. Martin’s Griffin). For
information on charts and consultations, call
212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.
For more Q Scopes, visit www.planetout.com.

“"XINJOHd NI 34V NIWJIHLY3IT ® S¥VI9 FHL TYIHM

VG9L-v€T (209) V1098 ZV ‘XINIOHd Q¥ TOOHDS NVIANI "3 0vrL SINOH ¥Z  an1D HIIVAH SNIN VAL



mailto:QScopes@aol.com
http://www.planetout.com

Non-S top Adnlt

Onr curtomerr are womber one, and

i
back for more!

o0oK CELLAR
Has two
non-smoking theatres:

¢ |838 Grand Avenue
* 4029 E.Washington

Theatre Locations Other Location
* 4029 E. Washington * 6527 N. 59th Avenue
e |838 Grand Avenue
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When you want more.
Phoenix’s largest.
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WHERE THE MosT MEN MEET™
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Phoenix

02)765-8888

Quickee Response & Retrieval Line: 1-900-786-5555 ($1.99/min.)
Browse at www.interactivemale.com
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Gee, | never dreamed
HealStroke’s rates were so low . . .
Now | can afford to advertise in the
gay & lesbian community!

SR RS,

Looking for a way to reach Phoenix’s gay
without busting your budget?

Do what she did:

Call us for a free media kit—

602-264-3646




